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Volleyball sweeps CUNY teams

Rising
to the
occasion
BY MEGAN LAW
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

particular, Obama’s response to
McCain’s inquiries into his relationship with figures like ACORN
and Bill Ayers won cheers from the

Three Baruch students, Chanee
Bridgewater, Thabata Ribeiro and
Janelle Shillingford, were selected
to participate in KPMG LLP’s 2008
Future Diversity Leaders Program.
They are among 51 students from
across the nation that were chosen
to partake in the program.
KPMG LLP is an audit, tax and
advisory firm that is “the U.S. member firm of KPMG International.
KPMG International’s member
firms have 123,000 professionals,
including more than 7,100 partners
in 145 countries,” according to their
website.
According to Manny Fernandez,
KPMG’s national managing partner of campus recruiting and university relations, and Jennifer Neal,
KPMG’s national diversity recruiting manager, “FDL was developed
as part of KPMG’s continuing effort
to increase and support minority
representation in the accounting
profession and to assist in developing tomorrow’s leaders.”
“It is our intention in creating
the FDL program to provide students with the skills, knowledge
and business perspective to succeed in business,” Fernandez said
in an e-mail.
Fernandez and Neal described
the selection process. “A pool of
candidates is identified through a
faculty nomination process at colleges and universities across the
country,” Neal said. “From this
pool, the nomination forms are reviewed, students are interviewed
and […] are invited to participate.”
They received over 150 applications
last year.
Fernandez also explained the
FDL itinerary, which includes a
“two-day leadership conference in
Hollywood, Calif. [where] the students have the opportunity to interact and network with leaders in the
profession, professors and KPMG
professionals. The students also
attended leadership-style courses
that are co-instructed by KPMG
partners.”
KPMG invites those students
who complete the conference to
participate in their summer internship program. It is at this program
that students receive training and
work experience “including audit,
tax and advisory client service.
They also have the opportunity to
experience business travel and participate in mentoring, networking
and community service activities,”
said Fernandez. Also, the FDL stu-
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whom they beat in three
sets (25-16, 25-15, 2513). The large margins by
which theladies won the
sets was a clear indicator
of their superior strength
and skills, though Baruch
head coach Allison Gunther admits that Lehman
had a good defense. She
was happy, however, that
“we played our game and
didn’t go down to their
level.”

BY MARIANE ST-MAURICE
SPORTS EDITOR

The women’s volleyball team had more than
a day off to celebrate
on Columbus Day, as
they won both of their
scheduled matches at
the CUNY Multi-Match,
hosted by Hunter College.
The Bearcats played
first against the Lehman College Lightning,

SEE SPIKE PAGE 22

Candidates spar one last time
BY TINA GRANDINETTI
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

On Wednesday, Oct. 15, as the
final debate of the 2008 presidential election began, Baruch’s Subotnick Financial Services Center was
packed to standing room only with
approximately 100 people ready
to watch Sens. Barack Obama and
John McCain battle it out one last
time before Election Day. In an
event organized by Dean David
Birdsell of the School of Public Affairs, Baruch students and faculty
crowded in as the moderator of the
televised debate, Bob Schieffer, introduced the candidates.
The majority of the audience
was decidedly for Obama, as was
typical of the previous three debate
viewings in the Subotnick Center.
“The group is usually around 90 to
10 for Obama and the McCain camp
keeps getting smaller because the
McCain supporters find it hard to
keep showing up as the minority,”
said Birdsell. In other respects, the
audience was very diverse ranging
from Baruch faculty who made up
the bulk of the attendees, students
of a variety of majors and a visiting
group of rhetoric students from the
University of Copenhagen. Professor of Communication Studies
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Students gather in the Library Building to watch the debate and discuss the results.
Denise Patrick even brought her
seven-year-old daughter, Sherlicia,
who emphasized the significance
of this election. “I skipped hip-hop
class to watch the debates because
they’re very important.”

FEATURES

As the debate began, the Obama
camp made their opinions heard
early on with many scoffing or
laughing outright at McCain’s first
mention of “Joe the Plumber,” the
unexpected star of the debate. In
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BRIEFS

BY SABRINA SMITH
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

COMPILED BY KEITH ARORA-WILLIAMS
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

TUESDAY 10/21
The Office of Student Life will
be hosting the Baruch College Fall
Blood Drive in Vertical Campus
Room Multipurpose Room 1-107
between 11 a.m. and 4:15 p.m.
The Sidney Harman WriterIn-Residence Program presents
a Reading & Conversation with
Francine Prose in Room 750 of the
Newman Library Building starting
at 5:45 p.m.

WEDNESDAY 10/22
The Office of Student Life will
be hosting the Baruch College Fall
Blood Drive in Vertical Campus
Multipurpose Room Room 1-107
between 11 a.m. and 4:15 p.m.
The Zicklin Graduate Leadership Speaker Series welcomes Matt
Blank, MBA’ 76, Chairman & CEO,
Showtime Networks Inc. on in Vertical Campus Room 14-220.

THURSDAY 10/23
The Office of Student Life will
be hosting the Baruch College Fall
Blood Drive in Vertical Campus
Multipurpose Room 1-107 between
11 a.m. and 4:15 p.m.
Health & Wellness Workshops,
in conjunction with the Golden
Key Society and College Advancement presents “Strinking A Balance: Work & Wellness” hosted by
Al Giaquinto, Entrepreneur and
esteemed Baruch Alumnus, from
12:45 to 2 p.m. in Vertical Campus
Room 3-210.
Indian-born Jazz Guitarist Rez
Abassi and his Sextet will perform
at the 17th Annual Milt Hinton
Jazz Concert Series at 1 p.m. and
again at 7 p.m. in Vertical Campus
B2 Level. Tickets are free from the
BPAC Box Office.

Kappa Phi Lambda said, “We wanted to learn more about another
country while giving the support to
one of our fellow cultural organizations.”
Richard Aviles has been a part of
PorColombia for a year and a half.
Like his fellow members, he appreciates and represents Colombia
as a treasure to their Latino background.
“This organization is very united
and we are changing everything

about what people think about Colombia,” said Aviles. “We’ve been
getting great feedback about the
fair, so it was definitely a success.”
Allison Siminovsky and Pola
Avrasin from AIESEC, a cultural
diversity club, came out to support PorColombia. “It was fun and
entertaining and they did an unbelievable job,” said Siminovsky.
“This fair was definitely a great
way to show Baruch what Colombia is all about,” said Avrasin.

Tough times for CPA candidates
BY LILLIAN RIZZO
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

semester. Since this news broke,
the department is being judicious
in sharing the information because
they encourage students to graduate
before the change in August ’09.
In the office of advisement, fliers
can be found warning students
of the increased credits needed
before the CPA exam. New York is
one of the last states to implement
the requirement. However, the
fliers state that the CPA track will
become the “Financial Reporting”
track after spring 2009.
According to Darrough,
the department is doing
away with the different
tracks offered to students
in order to modify the
system for the new
state
prerequisite.
However this renders
the fliers as outdated
and misleading to
students.
The majority of
Baruch
students
are accounting
majors making
the college have
the
largest
number
of
students
taking the CPA
exam of any college
in the country. About
450 students graduate every year in
preparing for this exam, according
to Tinker’s article.
“We have seen enrollment grow
in recent years,” said Associate
Professor Donal Byard. “Most likely,
this will increase significantly after
2009.”
The popularity of the major
leads to the disproportionate
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added
to
the
m a s t e r ’s
section
of
the program.
“We will be
adding corporate
entity tax, but it is
at the proposal stage,”
Darrough said.
She admitted the
department needs more
classes at the graduate
level. “This is something that is
evolving,” Darrough said.
This was the major concern
shared by Professor Tinker who
believes the department is trying to
divert students from going into the
major because they are understaffed
and without the necessary master’s
courses. Darrough said that after
a student is accepted into Zicklin,
they have an orientation session
which is offered four times a

ICHAE

As of Aug. 1, 2009, New York
State will require all students who
take the Certified Public Accountant
exam to have acquired 150 credits
as opposed to the 124 currently
needed. Not only will this delay
all accounting students’ agenda, it
can be a bigger problem for Baruch
students, according to accounting
Professor Anthony Tinker.
Baruch will need to start
offering more master’s level classes
in order to help students earn the
extra 26 credits. “They don’t
have the capacity of teachers to
offer master’s level majors,” said
Tinker. The college mainly offers
students undergraduate classes,
but with a shortage of professors,
there is the possibility of offering
fewer classes. Students may
have to seek out more expensive
schools in order to complete their
requirements.
The accounting
department is estimating that very
few of its existing students will fulfill
the increased credit requirement,
according to Tinker’s article on
webcpa.com published in January.
Tinker has little faith that the
department will help students and
may try to divert them from the
completion of the field in order to
tone down the problem.
However, the chair of the
department, Professor Masako
Darrough, believes that the faculty
will help students and warn them
of the tough road paved by NYS law.
“It is an issue we are dealing with,”
said Darrough, who has a Ph.D. in
economics.
According to Darrough, the

department is proposing a revised
program, one that would allow for
more flexibility for students pursuing
the major. The program that used
to require 33 undergraduate credits
will hopefully require less if the
proposal is put into action. The
smaller number of credits would
allow for the extra master’s level
classes that will be required.
Professor
Darrough
explained there would be
at least one other class
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an artists were also a part of the celebrations, giving people the opportunity to get a feel of the country’s
performance art culture.
Sophomore Jamila Montgomery
said, “I am taking a Latin American
studies class and I needed a country to write about. Coming to the
fair gave me the chance to learn
about a Latin American country
and make a decision about what
place I was going to research.”
Sophomore Hanna Kim from

TRATE

HAPPY NATIONAL
BOLOGNA!
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PorColombia hosted “Re-discovering Colombia,” an event that shared the country’s culture with students.

ILLUS

Muslim Student Association at
Baruch invites everyone to their
Annual Eid-Ul-Fitr event, celebration the festive Muslim holiday
which marks the end of the holy
month of fasting, Ramadan. It will
take place from 6 to 9:30 p.m. in
the Vertical Campus Multipurpose
Room 1-107.

On Thursday, Oct. 16, the members of PorColombia hosted “ReDiscovering Colombia,” a cultural
fair celebrating Colombian culture
while educating the Baruch community about the country they
know best.
Katherine Chacon of PorColombia planned and organized the
event because she felt the need
to spread information about this
South American country.
“I wanted to let people know
that there is more to Colombia than
coffee and Shakira,” said Chacon.
“This fair was a way to have people
experience the culture in a fun and
interactive way,” she said.
“One of the goals of the organization is to promote Colombia and
this was a good way to do that,” said
John Moreno, another member of
PorColombia who assisted with the
event. “There are false stereotypes
about the country and this gathering was a way to set them straight
by informing people about Colombia’s rich culture,” said Moreno.
“Re-Discovering Colombia” invited students to partake in various
activities. Models wore traditional
dresses, providing guests with historical facts about Colombia. Colorful posters and pictures featured
the country’s prominent leaders
while food, games and a huge soccer net for play allowed people to
indulge themselves in the expansive culture and have some fun as
well.
A traditional court dance and a
musical performance by Colombi-

ratio of students overwhelming
instructors.
“I am the coordinator of the
ACC 3000 and 3100 courses. I tried
to make sure that all instructors in
these courses informed students
early about the impending changes
in the requirements to sit for the
CPA exam in New York,” said
Byard.
With the growing numbers
of students, competition for
classes will rise and there may
not be enough to go around for all
students. In order to accommodate
students, there will need to be
additional classes in auditing and
taxation. More professors will
need to be hired to downsize the
problem. “The department only
hires financial accountants,” said
Tinker. “They have to be more evenhanded about master’s courses.”
Tinker’s main concern is
that students be warned of the
occurring changes and how Baruch
may not conform to what needs
to be done. According to Tinker,
the longstanding practices of the
college and the department may
block the way for changes to occur.
Also, students must be more aware
of what is going on.
“Accounting is never easy. I’m
relieved I won’t be affected by the
changes,” said graduating senior
Shirley Hu after coming from an
interview at an accounting firm.
The number of accounting
students has been quite large
lately. Darrough expects it will get
larger as the economy downfalls
and more students want to go into
this field rather than finance.
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Weissman Talks debut
BY KEITH ARORA WILLIAMS
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

Despite the pretext of discussing
Holocaust atrocities for an onstage
interview for the Weissman Talks
series, actress/philanthropist/raconteur Tovah Feldshuh addressed
grave subjects and still managed to
leave the audience with feelings of
hope and warmth.
On the evening of Oct. 16, an audience composed mostly of fans of
the actress’s play, Irena’s Vow, and
some Baruch faculty gathered to
watch the first event in the Weissman Talks series hosted by the Baruch Performing Arts Center.
The Weissman Talks series is an
onstage dialogue with Weissman
faculty that connects subject matter from liberal arts courses to current BPAC productions. The theme
for fall 2008 is “The Holocaust in
Poland” and will be moderated by
Weissman Dean of Arts and Sciences, Jeffrey M. Peck.
Peck, who is a scholar of postwar German Jewish studies, interviewed Feldshuh about her research in Poland for her play, which
is being presented at the BPAC by
The Director’s Group. Irena’s Vow
is based on a true story about a 17year-old Catholic housekeeper for
a Nazi General, who agrees to hide
a number of Jews in the general’s
basement.
Feldshuh has been involved
in Broadway productions, Shakespeare plays, major motion pictures
and sitcoms. Her credits include
Yentl, The Vagina Monologues,
a recurring role on Law & Order,
Kissing Jessica Stein, Lady in the
Water by director M. Night Shyamalan and Just My Luck, opposite
Lindsay Lohan. She has been nominated for two Emmys, four Tonys,
an Obie and recently sold out her
one-woman show “Tovah: Out of
her Mind” in London’s West End.

SPECIAL TO THE TICKER

Jeffrey Peck spoke with actress, Tovah Feldshuh, last Thursday, Oct. 16.
With all the formality of a campfire huddle, the discussion amid
the set of Irena’s Vow quickly became an hour-long monologue.
Feldshuh flitted from topic to topic
with little input for Peck, who contributed about five questions for
the duration. The range of subjects
included impersonations of her
mother, in-character recitations of
lines in the play, her trip to Poland
and the Ukraine for research, her
methods for honing her character’s
demeanor and the economic crisis. She discussed with frank hon-

esty the horrible truth of Poland’s
existence under the Third Reich,
while simultaneously cracking
jokes about marriage and fellatio
in between. Her tactful crudeness
notwithstanding, the crowd stayed
happily within the confines of her
charm for the extent of the interview.
BPAC plans to host the next
Weissman Talks event on Sunday
Oct. 19 at 5:30 p.m. It will take place
on the third basement floor and is
entitled “Pre-Holocaust Life in Poland.”
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Debate draws students
CONTINUED FROM FRONT
crowd. The audience erupted into
applause as Obama told McCain,
“The fact that this has become
such an important part of your
campaign, Sen. McCain, says more
about you than it does about me.”
As Schieffer drilled the candidates for concrete answers on their
plans for issues like the economy,
negative campaigning, foreign oil,
Roe v. Wade and education, both
Obama and McCain supporters
threw occasional quips and comments at the screen. The audience,
however, was generally attentive,
scribbling notes to keep up with the
rapid repertoire between the candidates. Indeed, the real reactions
were saved for the post-debate discussion.
Led by Birdsell, who is an authority and frequent commentator
on presidential debates, the discus-

sion opened and opinions started
flying. Perhaps because most of the
people in the room were already
decided voters and were familiar
with their candidate’s positions
before the debate began, the discussion continued to return again
and again to the performance of
the candidates rather than their
politics.
The participation of the Danish
rhetoric students gave interesting
insight into the rhetorical maneuvers of the candidates. One student,
Marianne Faerch, stated, “From a
rhetorical perspective, McCain’s
use of Joe the Plumber was very
good because he gave the audience
a person to connect with, but in the
end, he overused it.”
The rest of the debate reflected
an overall frustration with negative
campaigning on the part of both
McCain and Obama, and the audience argued for quite some time

over the effectiveness and ethics of
both campaigns. Finally, the audience came to a fragile consensus
that while this race has been particularly brutal, negative campaigning
and personal attacks have always
been a part of the election process
and probably always will be.
In the end, Professor Patrick,
who had gone into the debate a
McCain supporter, decided, “After tonight, I think I’m voting for
Obama.”
One undecided voter said she
too had finally decided on Obama
after his performance that night.
However, in a room filled with people who, like much of this deeply
polarized country, had already chosen their candidate, perhaps the
most important thing the audience
came away with was not a newly
decided presidential pick, rather a
reaffirmed appreciation for healthy
debate and political participation.

KPMG chooses three
CONTINUED FROM FRONT
dents may apply to KPMG’s Global
Internship Program, which is open
to all of the company’s interns. “As
part of GIP, about 40 of the summer interns spend four weeks of
their internship at an international
location working on multinational
accounts.”
Neal stated that presently,
KPMG will not be increasing the
number of students that are able
to participate in the future because
“it is important to keep the leadership program to a size where oneon-one interactions, relationship
building and mentoring relationships can be established, as well as
a more effective learning environment.”

Overall, they consider FDL a
success. Fernandez said, “From our
first FDL class, over 80 percent of
our conference attendees received
an internship offer […] We look forward to these students returning
next summer and eventually beginning their career with KPMG.”
Janelle Shillingford, an accountancy junior, participated in the
FDL program this past summer.
She is an executive board member
of the college’s student chapter of
the National Association of Black
Accountants. “I was recommended
to apply for this program and received notification via e-mail. I attended an information session on
campus about the program and
was motivated to apply to the program,” she explained.

Shillingford described her experience as “amazing” and “filled
with great opportunities.” She said,
“I got the chance to meet with students from all over the U.S. […] to
network with many KPMG professionals […] to travel to Hollywood,
Calif. where the conference was
held and to attend workshops that
helped me develop my different
skill sets.”
Overall,
Shillingford
said,
“KPMG is a great place to build
your career and I would encourage
any freshman and sophomores to
apply to this program if given the
opportunity.”
Chanee Bridgewater and Thabata Ribeiro were unavailable for
comment.
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Did you know...
New York City bought the one-acre site of the Wonder Wheel for $11 million as Mayor
Bloomberg’s administrations plan to preserve the historic character of Coney Island. Tell us
what you think at opinions@theticker.org

Baruch policy goes up in smoke

EDITORIAL

LISA FRASER
Before I entered Baruch College, I was
never a smoker. But ever since coming
here, I’ve become one. It wasn’t of my own
willingness to become a smoker, but rather
the unwillingness of smokers who stand
outside Baruch’s entrances to the buildings
with complete disregard for the smoking
rules that has practically turned me into a
second-hand smoker.
The smoke is always there, lingering
like a menacing ghost waiting to
enter my lungs. I’ve experienced
involuntary inhalation of smoke so
many times that I am sometimes
paranoid that there’s a trail
of smoke following me just
waiting for me to turn my head
around to make its attack. I
could be eating a snack on the
benches outside of the 23rd
Street Building only to be
consumed with smoke in no
less than a minute. I could be
entering the Vertical Campus
making my way to class and
suddenly I am smoking too. I
could be making my way to the
library and there it is again, good
‘ol smoke.
Hyperbole some might say
but no, not quite. In addition to the
V.C, the 23rd Street building and the
Information and Techonology building,
it is no longer the norm to be breathing in
what’s left of some fresh air in the city but to
be breathing in harmful cigarette smoke and
I am sick of it.
My gripe here is not to say don’t smoke
on campus. Go ahead if that’s how you deal
with stress. I am in no position to stop you.
My gripe is that there are rules that Baruch

has made clear about smoking oustide but
those rules are seldom and dare I say, never
followed by smokers who seem to all have
complete disregard for non-smokers. Those
rules state that no smoking is permitted
within 20 feet of any building door, window
or air
intake. The

BUSINESSCAR.CO.UK

polic y
“protects
the rights of non-smokers to enjoy a smokefree environment. It relies on the cooperation
of the entire college community, smokers
and non-smokers.”
And the worse part is that those rules

don’t seem to be getting enforced much by
public safety officials. So on one hand there
are those with complete disregard to campus
and fellow student courtesy and on the other,
there are the officials who are suppposed to
be enforcing campus rules turning a blind
eye to this issue, allowing it to go on.
And though some of us try, like C.J.
Ruiz, VP of Academic Affairs of Baruch’s
Undergraduate Student Government, who
says that he points to the signs whenever he
sees a smoker in violation of it, it’s clear
that amidst the hazy smoke the message
isn’t getting through.
There are
designated smoking areas along 24th
and 25th streets between Lexington
and Third Avenue but I wonder how
many people are actually aware of
these areas.
We don’t have a typical college
campus here at Baruch with acres
of sprawling lawns in which we can
retreat under trees and hang out
or study. All we have are the spaces
outside the three buildings, which
at any given time can be so packed
with students. This is a problem.
The problem is your complete lack
of respect for non-smokers and your
fellow Baruch students and faculty. The
smoking policy also states that “it is the
responsibility of all members of our college
community to observe the smoking policy
and to direct those who choose to smoke to
do so only in the designated smoking areas.”
Can some of us please consider that and do
our part to make Baruch more of a healthier,
environmentally friendly place? Respect the
rules and each other and don’t smoke near
the entrances. I know that you can do it. Now
the question is, will you?

Obama: victim of guilt by association
TINA GRANDINETTI
We’ve heard it from both ends of the
political spectrum; this year’s election is the
most important one our nation has seen in
years. Like many Americans, I am following
it with a close eye and like a lot of New
Yorkers, I have been waiting patiently to see
Palin’s “folksy” reputation exposed as sheer
incompetence.
So this weekend, when I read online that
Palin was found to have abused her power
as governor of Alaska in the firing of a state
trooper and safety commissioner, I thought
my prayers had been answered. After all,
if Palin abused the power she held as a
governor, surely everyone would be wary of
what she could do as VP. But instead of the
national outrage I had hoped for, I watched
as this seemingly crushing disclosure was
happily sharing front-page space with
inquiries into Obama’s relationship with Bill
Ayers, former member of the radical leftist
group the Weather Underground.
To be fair, an association between a
presidential candidate and a domestic
terrorist is definitely deserving of serious
scrutiny. The Weathermen were leftist antiwar activists who set off about 30 bombs
aimed at destroying private property during
the period between 1969 to the early ‘70s.

Obviously not presidential material but
Barack Obama was nine years old when all of
this took place and by the time he met Ayers
in 1995, the former radical was a college
professor working, very legitimately, on a
public school reform program that aimed
to increase teacher collaboration, decrease
school size for better learning, and build
stronger relationships between schools and
their communities. Terrorism? Not by my
definition. Americans seem to have forgotten
that the radicalism of the ‘60s and ‘70s was
rooted in desperation and disillusionment,
not evil. By the time Obama was even in
high school, the Weathermen had long
disintegrated along with the many other
radical groups born of the 1960s and many
of its leaders had become well-respected
professors and professionals aiming to
correct the ills they still saw present in
America through legitimate rather than
destructive means.
In reality, though Ayers did help Obama
launch his career, the mission of his former
organization and it’s blatant radicalism had
little relevance to their relationship, which
began almost 30 years after the Weathermen
fell out of activity.
But that is not to say that Obama was

not influenced by the teachings of radical
activists from the ‘60s. Ever heard of Malcom
X? Obama makes no effort to hide the fact
that his intellectual experience was indeed
shaped by an appreciation of the leftist
critiques of society presented by the likes
of Malcom X, Marxist professors, structural
feminists and politically active black
colleagues. What mystifies me is why so many
people are trying to portray this diversity of
intellectual viewpoints as inappropriate for
a presidential candidate. The last I checked,
America had a certain level of respect for the
ideas of those who championed equality of
race, gender, and class.
Obama has always worked within the
system and showing the respect for the
American democratic process that any
president should hold above all else. His
association with Bill Ayers occurred 30 years
too late to make any real implications into
Obama’s character. While the Weatherman
waged war against the system, Obama has
done nothing but work hard to improve it.
And that is something that I welcome in my
next president much more than the habit of
abusing power to carry out a personal agenda
that Palin has exhibited. Haven’t we had
enough of that during the past eight years?
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Ticker
presidential
endorsement
This election The Ticker endorses
… you! As a citizen of the United
States you can determine the policies of this nation for the next four
years. Forget about republicans
and democrats, this November you
should be thinking about how your
next leader will impact your future.
The current economic crisis is
far from over. The decisions made
by our government might bring us
out of the storm, unscathed, or they
may hurl us into a state of disarray.
Senators Barack Obama and John
McCain have their own plans for
fixing the economy. After extensive
coverage and three debates, you
should have a good idea as to what
both senators look to do to fix the
country. If you feel indifferent and
unaffected by the economy, then
don’t worry about any of this. But I
doubt that many of you are thinking
that way.
When it comes to the future of
healthcare, both opponents have
extremely different views. Like their
economic views, these stances have
been well publicized as well. Basically, McCain supports a hands-off
approach and giving small lump
sum as aid for healthcare – the traditional way of thinking for the Republican Party. Obama, who wants
to be more hands on with healthcare, looks to provide a type of national program – this approach falls
in line with Democratic thinking.
Again, your decision may determine
how you and your children will be
receiving care. This is an especially
important topic as the baby boomers enter their twilight years.
The war on terrorism could be
considered stagnant at the moment.
A new president could get some momentum behind sweeping changes
that end an American presence in
Iraq or expand the conflict to include more countries. Regardless of
what happens during the next four
years, both candidates have their
own ideas for changing the direction of this war we’re in.
Don’t sit back and be uninvolved
in the democratic process. Your
opinion, your voice – your vote
– matters.
- By Michael Wursthorn,
editor-in-cheif
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Submit your art for this semester’s
Encounters Magazine. Chosen art will
be published in Baruch’s exclusive
literary arts magazine showcasing the
best of student work.

Writing Deadline Oct.17 / Art
Deadline Oct. 30
Email your art to
EncountersMagazine@yahoo.com or
come by our office in room VC 3-290

Little piggies have come home to roost
DAVID CHOWES
Well, our economy and the
rest of the world’s have crashed.
Last July, I predicted that an event
something like 1929 would occur.
Why? Well first, there was a
growing disparity between the
average employee and the CEOs
and other top executives. Twenty
years ago, the ratio was about one
to 30; now it is around 1 to 700.
The Republicans have referred
to the Democrats as the “spend
and tax liberals.” For the past eight
years, President George W. Bush
has been spending like a drunken
sailor. We are now deeply in debt
following a surplus left to us by
President Clinton.
Bush financed his programs,
including the Iraq War, by
borrowing from foreign countries,
most especially from China. What

happens if China refuses to give
us anymore and calls in all the old
debts?
We no longer produce any
goods. Instead, we import. The
three major Detroit auto companies
are near bankruptcy. Americans
who used to save 10 percent of their
earnings now spend more than they
earn via the magic of credit cards.
Many workers will lose their
jobs as the ripple effect continues.
Who gained while the rest of us
went into this crisis of enormous
portions? The super-wealthy,
including some of Bush’s close
friends. As government regulations
were scrapped, there was no
oversight. It was a city virtually
without police. There was a transfer
of wealth from the middle class to
the super-rich.

The middle-class is the bulwark
of society, the economy and
democracy. The house of cards
had to collapse. Remember Enron?
Now it’s century old investment
houses and banks. The Dow Jones
undulated 1,000 points in one day.
I was talking to a former Baruch
student from Greece. I asked him
what the word in his language was
for “rich.”
He said, “there are two words
that are quite different. One
word means ‘fulfilled in life.’
The other speaks of having great
wealth. The latter can help you
achieve fulfillment but not always.
Fulfillment is the real goal, rich or
poor.”
Those silly little pigs, destroying
a country and a world.

Remixing the past with present
JESSICA KAGANSKY
Lately, the most popular music
is a blend of electronica, indie
lyrics, and occasionally soulful
guitars. Everything is now mixed,
remixed, or mashed. Remixes aren’t
exactly the same as covers; it’s just
two songs juxtaposed against one
another; one usually being slow
and the other usually with a hiphop or electronic beat to it. I have
to admit that I really love a lot of
new music out there, whether it is
a melodic electronic band such as
Hot Chip or different DJs such as
Moby and Neon Coyote mixing up
many songs.
However, can there ever be a
boundary as far as remixes are
concerned? It’s fine when two
songs by two mediocre bands are
meshed together, but isn’t it a bit
nervy when an immortal song
such as “Strawberry Fields” by The
Beatles is remixed by a DJ who goes
by the name Mojo Jones?
Perhaps The Beatles aren’t
everyone’s idea of God; they actually
aren’t mine as well. However, I do

think it’s a tad obnoxious to use a
song that musicians clearly put
thought and effort into, regardless
of whether one likes it or not and
change it into an unrecognizable
medley of repeated one-liners
from the song such as, “nothing is
real” set to a cheap house-like beat.
It ends up sounding like a badly
damaged tape.
If a DJ had taken a Beatles song,
or any classic rock song for that
matter and mixed it with another
classic song, perhaps adding an
undercurrent of electronic bleeps
to it, then that would have shown
real creativity and I would have
loved it. I do think however, that a
song such as “Strawberry Fields”
has a full right not to be tampered
with; it’s bad enough how many
covers of it exist.
I recently saw an album called,
“Blue Eyes Meets Bed Stuy,” which
is a mixtape of Frank Sinatra’s and
The Notorious B.I.G.’s songs made
by two DJs. I was never much of a
fan of Sinatra, and though I don’t

listen to rap, I can appreciate
that B.I.G. may be a top notch
performer, I still think that Sinatra
deserves more from a lifetime of
work than to be canonized by DJ
Cappel and Smitty on an album
featuring songs entitled “10 Crack
Commandments” and “Let’s Get It
On.”
In short, while I might not
like the interpretations of Beatles
songs on Target commercials and
classic bossanova covers made by
contemporary rock bands, I can
understand that a band may feel a
very strong connection to the lyrics
of one song and would wish to use
those lyrics while putting its own
unique spin on the melody. Cat
Power is an artist that does this a
lot and she is one of my favorites
because the original and covered
songs do indeed sound completely
different. But to take beautiful
old songs and to pair them up
with beats and raps featured in
the lowest rate clubs; that I feel is
overstepping creative welcome.
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Redefining Africa’s image
n Africa broadcast
channel executive,
Mark Walton, clears
misconceptions
BY ROWHAN BAPTISTE
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Baruch’s Zicklin Africa Business
club hosted the “Africa on Demand”
event in an effort to clarify some of
the misconceptions that are associated with this continent.
The event held on Thursday,
Oct. 2, in Room 5-165 of the Vertical Campus involved keynote
speaker Mark Walton, executive
vice president of the Africa broadcast channel 87. Walton described
that channel 87’s purpose is to educate people and end many of the
misconceptions that exist about
Africa. He feels that Africa is not
portrayed correctly and hopes to
“redefine and develop a new name
for Africa.” Walton attributes this
existing misconception to the fact
that Africa has never been properly
introduced and explored by the
media.
One particular highlight made
by Walton asserts that Africa is the
“next frontier.” Using several important facts and statistics to support
his argument, Walton states that
Africa has a growing birthrate
of 5.8 percent, 18 stock exchanges
worth $245 billion and a project
that will extract 25 percent of the
world’s oil from African soil. Walton
hopes to create a new image for Africa to help foster a modern profile
that will showcase the continent’s

strengths.
Walton’s close friend, Rumit
Mehta, director of business development from Safari Ventures in
charge of marketing agreed that
the purpose of the Africa channel
is to bring “awareness” to the public. Mehta agreed with Walton that
it’s time to end the constant images of blood baths and civil wars
and concentrate on the strengths of
the continent. Walton plans on doing so with a platform of television
programs featuring music, theater,
fashion, culinary, history, soap operas, documentaries, sports, news
and business analysis.
These shows are intended to enlighten and broaden the horizons
of the public, especially those living outside the African continent.
Zicklin Africa Business Club President Michael Awotedu agreed with
Walton’s vision saying in the closing remarks, that, “Africa is a place
for investments and development
[…] This continent is going places.”
The Africa channel started in
September 2005 just one day after
Hurricane Katrina and aired for the
first time in New Orleans. Walton
gave a detailed description that
focused on the station’s business
model, content, platform and revenue source.
Currently the network can be
seen on cable and the Sky channel
in the United Kingdom and plans
to venture to satellite, direct television and Verizon Fios. Despite the
station’s growing popularity, most
of its revenue comes from advertising and host segments that feature
different companies and television
stations.

THEAFRICANCHANNEL.COM

Mark Walton, executive vice president of The Africa Channel.

The practice of giving back
n Corporations are
placing a greater
emphasis on corporate responsibility
BY JIA YAN HUANG
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

The recent eco-friendly trend
has permeated into corporations
and reinforced the idea of corporate social responsibility. PricewaterhouseCoopers, one of the “Big
Four” accounting firms, has placed
significant emhasis on giving back
to the community. The Ticker recently spoke with Shannon Schuyler, the managing director of corporate responsibility at PwC, she
discussed PwC’s focus on corporate
social responsibility.
Schuyler oversaw the firm’s
“Great Place to Work” effort as a
national human resources director
before taking on her current role as
managing director. This effort to revamp the company’s contributions
to society started 18 months ago,
when PwC felt that the business
was not emphasizing the full scope
of their corporate responsibility.
“We believe our CR program will
build on PwC’s already rich history
of creating value with integrity and
in the spirit of responsible leadership. As a leader in our industry,
we need to give back,” explained

Schuyler.
The firm has already shifted
away from the idea that “salary is
king” in finding a balance between
work and life. PwC decided to expand its corporate responsibility program, which has become a
strong strategic imperative for the
firm.
“Employees, even new recruits
coming out of colleges, want to
spend time volunteering instead of
doing the same old things that they
used to do,” said Schuyler. “They
would rather work together to do
something for Habitat for Humanity than have typical group sessions.
As an organization we really need
to realize how to foster that spirit
and make sure that we are moving
in the right direction.”
Last year, PwC’s staff collectively
volunteered 96,000 hours, which is
worth about $19 million. Starting
this year, 31,000 PwC employees
in the United States will receive an
additional 10 hours of paid time off
to contribute to their own personal
causes and charities. This is part of
the PwC Corporate Responsibility
Commitment.
On Sept. 12, PwC participated
in ServiceNation, which drew 500
leaders from various universities
and foundations to discuss civic
duty. Executives and political leaders such as Bon Jovi, Barack Obama
and John McCain were at the forum discussing the power of citizen
service. There, PwC officially an-

nounced their Corporate Responsibility Commitment.
“Although PwC does not mandate volunteerism, the positive effects it has, such as leadership development, camaraderie and the
chance to see employees in a new,
more personal light, becomes clear
when working together to give back
to the community. This helps build
an extra layer of knowledge and
relationship that really adds to the
quality of work that we are able to

“Employees, even
new recruits coming
out of colleges,
want to spend time
volunteering instead
of doing the same
old things that
they used to do.”
-Shannon Schuyler,
Managing Director of Corporate
Responsibility at PwC

pass on to our clients.”
Currently, PwC offers more than
175 volunteer opportunities for employees, such as the annual “Month
of Community Service.” This is the
third year that the firm has participated in the program, where 31,000
partners and staff members spend
one day in June giving back to the
community. The project is different every year, but this year, PwC’s
focus was on developing the next
generation youth leaders in the
marketplace.
Over $215,000 was raised and
over 60,000 work hours were contributed to this event. Some other
ways PwC has been helping to develop future leaders are creating
“PwC eXeed,” which is a way to
help attract high-achieving diverse
talent into the firm, offering the
“Diversity in Business Leadership
Conference,” which is a three-day
leadership conference that brings
minority staff members together
with “PwC eXeed” scholars. PwC
also offers the Ulysses Program,
which is an eight-week program
that helps future leaders of the firm
grow.
PwC has also been focusing
on interns to help shape responsible leaders. The company created
“Project Belize,” where 100 interns,
17 high-performing staff members
and four partners are selected to go
to Belize to experience the impact
of peoples’ actions on the lives of
others. Activities include restoring

four schools and building a new library and computer lab for a leadership development center. “Not only
has this experience broadened our
people’s perspectives and allowed
them to demonstrate responsible
leadership skills, but has also given
the children in Belize a brighter future,” explained Schuyler.
PwC has demonstrated corporate responsibility in other ways,
as well. Their charitable contributions include supporting organizations by providing over $1.5 million
for U.N.-supported organizations
for disaster relief and recovery to
Myanmar and China.
They have also donated $8.6
million to the United Way’s National Corporate Leaders, which
according to the NCL’s website is
“an organization that leverages the
commitment of caring power of
national and global corporations
to improve lives and create lasting
changes in communities across the
country.”
PwC has additionally donated
$1 million to Junior Achievement,
a non-profit organization that educates public school children about
financial literacy. The firm has also
donated $17.2 million to local charities.
As the company continues to
modify their Corporate Responsibility Commitment, there may be
more humanitarian efforts that will
be added.
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CAREER CORNER:
MARKETING YOUR LEADERSHIP SKILLS
BY SUSANA GOMEZ
STARR CDC CORRESPONDENT

Your leadership involvement
is a vital part of your college experience. Participating in a club,
working on a research project for
a class or organizing team presentations can all be transferable
skills that will make you a stronger
candidate. Adding them to your
resume may also prove to be the
deciding factor in your race for
the “perfect job.” But, how do you
identify which skills to talk about
during your interview?
To decide what skills to focus
on for your resume or interview,
examine all of your experiences
and list the major tasks and accomplishments for each of them.
Select the skills you used and
•
enjoyed the most in your positions, and/or
Select those skills that are the
•
most relevant for a potential
job in your desired field.
Here are some skills you might
have gained through your participation in co-curricular activities:
Change Management
Whether you are a club officer
or a volunteer in a private organization, some form of change
might have happened at some
point. Demonstrate your leadership skills by discussing how you
solved a problem effectively and
got the support of others. Leaders
must be able to make decisions
that will have a positive impact on
their organizations when they are

faced with a challenge. In order to
show that you have planned for
and initiated change, you could
discuss times where you sold
ideas, programs, courses of action, influenced attitudes or ideas
of others, recruited talent or leadership, got diverse groups to work
together, managed conflict, arbitrated events or mediated issues
with individuals or other groups.

“An effective leader
has an excellent
understanding of
his/her self and of
his/her environment. ”
Innovation
Nothing stands still for very
long. Leaders in organizations
need to look at trends similar to
industry experts to understand
that customer preferences are
moving and to find new ways of
responding to these wants. You
could emphasize your ability to
acquire knowledge. An effective
leader has an excellent understanding of his/her self and of his/
her environment. If you pursued
a good idea as part of your course
work or supported a new idea at
your student club you could mention it or describe it during an
interview. If you have promoted

events, improvised in the spur of
the moment, or organized materials and information in a systematic way, you have developed
research skills and creativity.
Team Building
Leaders cannot do everything
themselves. They need to build
teams around them that have
skills, knowledge, experience
and personal attributes to deliver
results. Being an effective team
player has been identified as an
essential leadership skill, so if you
have ever been a part of a team,
you may have an insight on how
team- strength helps everyone
achieve goals. You could also
talk about how you have advised
students or groups, helped others express their views, facilitated
group discussions, organized and
administered training programs
or encouraged teamwork participation in class.
Relationship Building
Relationships are key in any
business and leaders need to
make time to create and build
them. The ability to communicate
effectively allows leaders to share
their vision for the organization,
which is essential for the successful completion of goals and objectives. If you have ever provided
both positive feedback and constructive criticism, encouraged
communication among and feedback from members or managed
meetings, you definitely have
people and interpersonal skills.

CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS
DESIGN A COVER CONTEST
Theme:
Deadline: November 6
Prize: $250 Something or other
Speciﬁcations: 8”X8” front and back cover
Send to: EncountersMagazine@yahoo.com
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Trends of vice in college life
BY KEITH ARORA-WILLIAMS
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

ILLUSTRATED BY KORCAN YURDACAN I THE TICKER

Trends fall in and out of fashion
with little regard during every generation. Most of them pass without
consequence, but a small number
leave visceral repercussive scars
even when no longer en vogue.
There appears is to be no ceiling to the kind of human ingenuity
that yields these new trends. There
also appears to be a definite gap in
the floor of human foresight and
responsibility. This allows the quality of life of a significant number of
people to slip down into the category of “collateral damage.”
When students from Baruch and
other CUNY schools were asked
about popular activities that they
thought could burden their generation, three distinct points emerged.
Caffeine buzz kill
“I tried drinking stuff like Red
Bull and Monster because it was
like it gave you extra hours in the
day,” said Baruch sophomore Veronica Karpoich.
In recent years, stimulant-infused energy drinks like Red Bull,
Monster and Rockstar have become a conventional panacea for
overtaxed college students. As of
2007, energy drinks have become
a $3.4 billion-ayear industry
that grew by 80
percent
in 2006,
according to
The Associated
Press.
Studies have
linked
t h e
combi-

nation of ingredients like caffeine,
guarana and an exorbitant amount
of sugar to symptoms of nervousness, irritability, sleeplessness, arrhythmia, decreased bone levels
and stomach irritability, according
to a report published by the Food
Safety Promotion Board in Ireland.
Age of the smartphone
“People have to learn to
not freak out when their
satellite or Internet goes
out, or when they lose
their phones — it’s like
the end of the world to
people these days,” said
Belle Graber, a media
studies major at Queens
College.
Though convenient,
portable devices, like
smartphones and laptops,
are starting to push
human dependence
on technology to
an almost devolutionary level.
The science of distraction by technology is one that is
bordering on obsession. In the second quarter this year, Blackberry
shipped 6.1 million units and Apple
sold a record breaking 2.2 million
laptops. Apple also shipped over 10
million new iPhones in the first half
of the year.
According to a study by the
British Institute of Psychiatry, performing a creative task while simultaneously checking your email decreases your IQ in that moment by
10 points. This plunge is equivalent
to focusing on one task after not
sleeping for 36 hours and is twice
as bad as focusing on a single task
after smoking marijuana.
It is known that the brain can
only focus on one or two stimuli at
once. By trying to multi-task, which
a brain cannot physically perform,

people are deteriorating their performance on both fronts and subliminally inculcating a diminished
capacity to absorb information.
Medicine Cabinet Woes
“I think something that’s become really mainstream lately is the
use of prescription pills to get high
or whatever. I’ve only tried it once
recreationally but I was offered it
a lot by other students,” said a
senior at Hunter College.
According to a report
by Dr. Bill McCarberg M.D.
of the University of Southern California from Oct.
13, people ages 18 to 35 are
more likely to abuse prescription drugs than any other age
group. Additionally, prescription opioids have overtaken
marijuana as the most
widely abused drug
in the United States.
This is not a surprise
considering
that as of 2006, prescription drug abuse
outpaced traditional illegal drug
abuse of substances like cocaine
and heroine in parts of Europe,
Africa and South Asia, according
to the U.N. International Narcotics
Control Board.
The range of illegally obtained
medicines taken by college students across the United States
range from painkillers OxyContin,
Vicodin and Percocet, to anti-anxiety drugs Valium and Xanax and
even to A.D.H.D. medications like
Ritalin and Adderall.
The misuse of such powerful,
physically addictive pharmaceuticals has been linked to heart failure, seizures, severe respiratory
complications and even death.
Analysis leading to paralysis
One of the most common re-

sponses by Baruch students about
threats to their future health and
happiness was actually the lack
thereof.
“With all this information constantly being pushed in your face,
it’s hard to tell what’s true or not …
especially when you catch mixed
up, conflicting messages,” said Baruch sophomore Diana Liberova.
How people are affected by the
salvo of scare-mongering has not
fully been explored.
“With all of this knowledge
about risks in our head, we end up
walking around in a state of chronic
anxiety that we can’t readily name,”
said anthropologist Dr. Robin Root,
professor of the interdisciplinary
studies course Risks: Philosophies,
Policies and Practices at Baruch.
“At the same time, people become
habituated to certain kinds of risks
in exchange for a desired lifestyle.
“[College students’] life expectancy [is] still one of the highest
given [their] social class in this society. It’s unlikely that the risks that
[they are] conscious of will lower
[their] life expectancy by any significant amount,” Root explained.
In spite of the array of new
methods of self-destruction, the
gospel of the matter sounds a bit
like typical motherly advice. However, as advances in access to information lend clarity to the stakes of
risky behavior, both rebelliousness
and conformity seem to require a
degree of ignorance.
“I think that the biggest risk [the
younger] generation faces, despite
[their] anxiety, is this ironic sense
of invulnerability ... which translates to smoking in excess, drinking
in excess, taking sexual risks in excess... ,” explained Root. “[They’re]
one of the first generations, entering
into the second generation, where
discovering [their] sexual selves is a
question of life and death.”

Penny grows, chooses new CUNY challenge

times faster in
New York City than in the rest of the
U.S. and one out of every 70 New
Yorkers has HIV.
A snapshot of smoking and
drinking habits among college
student-aged New Yorkers doesn’t
look much rosier. A report compiled by the New York City Health
Department showed that, 22.1 percent of New Yorkers ages 18 to 24
admitted to being “binge drinkers”
and 20 percent are current or former smokers.
In an increasingly competitive
world, we have turned to new vices
that are aimed at either improving
productivity or numbing pain, instead of trying to have fun.

THE PROUSTIAN PROBE
BY REBECCA FORBES
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

BY YAPHET MURPHY
STAFF WRITER

On Sept. 19, friends and faculty
gathered in Newman Library to
honor and say farewell to Penelope
Terry. She leaves Baruch after 29
years working in the undergraduate admissions office.
This month, Terry will begin a
new chapter in her life as director
of admissions at Brooklyn College.
She leaves behind a legacy of helping students and administrators
navigate undergraduate admissions and manage enrollment.
Staff of all levels from the undergraduate and graduate admissions
departments gathered to celebrate
Terry’s achievements and dedication to Baruch.
Some administrators in attendance included Director of Student
Life Carl Aylman and CUNY Associate Dean for Enrollment James
Murphy. Murphy also once served
as former vice president for enrollment at Baruch.
The celebration was emceed
by David Keller, who works in the
undergraduate admissions office.
Keller moonlighted as an actor,
singer and stand-up comedian and
kept everyone laughing throughout
the evening with jocular remarks
and on-spot impersonations of his
co-workers.
“We got the reputation that Baruch College had the best admissions office in the city,” Murphy

Although these trends more
common compulsions do not resemble fleeting fads like Red Bull
or smartphones, they are increasing with an even more disheartening ardor.
The experience of sex, especially
casual sex, without a condom is no
longer a gamble in the lackadaisical, casino-game sense of the word.
According to statistics combined by
Keith Mulvihill for Time Out New
York, one in four New Yorkers are
infected with the virus that causes
genital herpes. Forty per- c e n t
of New Yorkers with multiple partners reported
that they did not use a
condom the last time that
they had sex. HIV
is spreading
three

In
the
late
19th
century,
French writer Marcel
Proust popularized
the pastime
CARL ROLLYSON
of answering several Journalism professor
questions
that were meant to reveal the
preferences of the person.
This issue’s interviewee is
Professor Carl Rollyson of the
journalism department.

TRACY FORD I SPECIAL TO THE TICKER

Penelope Terry’s (center) was honored by Carl Aylman (l.) and James Murphy for her three decades of dedication at Baruch.
said, referring to Terry’s dedication
to Baruch.
Assistant Vice President Marybeth Murphy said Terry constantly
reminded those in the office that
“for all the numbers, these are
people, these are students,” and
that throughout her years, Terry
“showed incredible concern for
students and staff.”
Dragana “Zanna” Dima, Terry’s
longtime student aid, described
her as “a wonderful boss and a great
friend.” Millie Rodriguez, another
office aide, characterized her as a
“wonderful person, a great leader

… and a mentor.”
All of the guest speakers gleefully recalled the laughter that characterized the environment inside and
outside Terry’s office. Keller took
particular delight in mimicking it.
Terry spoke that night about her
years of dedication to the college as
well as why she felt now is the right
time to leave.
“There is something powerful
about seeing people who are not
babies but are still growing up,
and when they leave here, they are
ready to go on and start their lives,”
she explained. “But with Baruch’s

admissions problems having been
solved, I just feel ready to move on
to a new challenge.”
At Baruch, Terry was turning
away well-qualified admissions
candidates with 3.0 GPAs. She said
she was “practically beating them
back at the door” because the demand to get into Baruch is just that
great.
But at Brooklyn College, she sees
a beautiful campus that is “virtually empty.” Tapped for the position
by the CUNY Central Office, she
agreed to take on the challenge.

Who are your favorite authors? William Faulkner and
Rebecca West.
What is your most obvious
characteristic? A calm demeanor.
What do you consider the
most overrated virtue?
Truthfulness.
What is your motto?
“Steady on.”
What is your least favorite
sound? My neighbors’ lawn
equipment.
What is your least favorite
word? Totally.
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More youth headed to the booth
BY DOVILAS BUKAUSKAS
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

This election year, Baruch students, along with other collegeaged students, have the opportunity to be part of the biggest youth
voter turnout in the past few decades. According to voter data collected by the U.S. Census Bureau
and published by popular vote advocacy groups like Rock the Vote
and Declare Yourself, the number
of young voters at general elections
and primaries have been steadily
growing.
According to the U.S. Census Bureau’s election reports, the
amount of voters ages 18 to 24 increased from 8,635,000 in 2000 to
11,639,000 in 2004, an increase of
3 million.
Rock the Vote, a non-partisan
voter advocacy group that uses
popular media stars to get its message across, reported that “the 2004
and 2006 turnout increases, combined with an exciting election year,
are signs for optimism.”
Youth voter advocacy
groups have been in-

creasing their operations over the
past few decades in response to a
steady decline in young voter turnout. Despite a young voter surge
in 1992, the 18- to 29-year-old age
demographic turnout has been on
a steady decline since 1972, the first
year in which this age group could
vote.
In response to this trend of
youngsters not feeling compelled
to hit the voting booth, organizations like Hip-Hop Summit Action
Network and Smackdown Your
Vote have sprung up to turn a jaded
young generation into participating
citizens. Declare Yourself, recently
released a sarcastic video featuring a familiar star-studded cast. In
the video Leonardo DiCaprio, Halle Berry and Forest Whitaker are
some stars who
urge viewers not
to vote — that
is, unless they
care about their
own futures.

The good news is, according to
U.S. Census statistics and these organizations’ reports, the measures
groups have taken to encourage
more young voters are succeeding.
According to a Rock the Vote political report, which draws its information from internal data and the U.S.
Census, “[The youth vote’s] sheer
size, combined with growing rates
of voter turnout, makes them a politically powerful voting bloc.”
This Rock the Vote report also
reveals the fact that presidential
candidates are being forced to consider issues that are most important to younger generations. Senior
citizens used to occupy the majority voter bloc and campaigning candidates would focus on issues that
would not concern young voters
as much, like retirement, Social
Security and Medicare.
But as the young voting population increases, candidates
have started including issues
on their platforms that affect
and interest the young generations that will be voting in this

election. Rock the Vote has even
published two guidebooks about
reaching out to the young voter demographic, that have been distributed to each party.
“It’s no coincidence that 2008 is
the first election in decades where
candidates are actively and aggressively courting the youth vote,” explained a Rock the Vote report.
However, not everyone thinks
that these organizations are doing the right thing. Ilya Peysakhov
from Baruch felt like the Rock the
Vote campaign “makes it seem like
a sham democracy, like you have to
vote.” He referred to a concern that
has risen

up among, college students around
the country.
“They’re forcing the vote without proper desire or information,”
Peysakhov said.
College publications like Massachusetts Institute of Technology’s The Tech and University of
Michigan’s The Michigan Daily
have printed opinion pieces urging
uneducated voters to stay home,
arguing that uneducated voters
simply impinge upon the democratic process.
But Peysakhov believed that
the decision is dependent on the
individual. “If people really care
and see a chance to
do something
different by
voting, they
should,” he
said.
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Recent findings suggest:
During ovulation, the pitch of a woman’s voice rises on average by
five hertz, and her scent becomes more alluring to males.

A shark’s immaculate conception
BY YAN DAVYDOV
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

For only the second time in recorded science, a “virgin birth” has
occurred in the shark species.
While the process of virgin birth,
or parthenogenesis, is not actually
unusual in other smaller reptiles,
fish, plants and lesser invertebrates
such as some species of bees and
scorpions, it is a rather rare occurrence in complex creatures like
sharks.
On Oct. 10 during an autopsy on
a recently deceased blacktip shark,
Tidbit, scientists found that the
shark was pregnant and may have
passed away due to complications.
The blacktip Tidbit had lived at
the Virginia Aquarium in the Norfolk Canyon Aquarium for eight
years, with no male blacktips ever
having been in the tank.
DNA testing, similar to that of
human paternity tests, was led by
shark scientist Dr. Demian Chapman, who proved that the unborn
blacktip pup lacked any genetic
material from a father, making for a
true virgin birth.
Similarly, the first documented
case of parthenogenesis in sharks,
which occurred in May 2007 in a
zoo in Omaha, Nebraska, involved
a shark pup that was born to a hammerhead who had not been in contact with a male in three years.
DNA testing also proved that the
shark pup was indeed a result of
virgin birth and had had no genetic
traces of genetic material from a
male.
Virgin birth in sharks was origi-

nally thought to have been a result
of long-term sperm storage in females after mating, the findings
in these two cases help prove the
ability of some sharks to reproduce
asexually.
Since the virgin births occurred
in two different species of sharks,
scientists are now questioning
whether or not parthenogenesis is
a trait common among most species of shark, and what problems
may emerge from it.
Mahmood Shivji, a scientist
from Nova Southeastern University in Florida, raises the question
of whether or not parthenogenesis will become more common
in sharks if population densities
become so low, that females have
trouble finding mates.
Although possible, this asexual
reproduction cannot entirely restore a depleted population solely
through parthenogenesis, because
like humans, sharks have an XY
chromosome system.
As a result, females can only
give birth to female XX offspring via
parthenogenesis.
While these virgin birth offspring are not exactly clones of
their mothers, they do have less genetic diversity than pups born with
two sets of different chromosomes,
which may hinder their survival in
the wild.
Parthenogenesis in sharks also
lacks in the sense that it falls short
of the typical litter size from sexual
reproduction, which can be in the
hundreds in some species.
While the exact evolutionary
benefit of parthenogenesis for

ILLUSTRATED BY EDWARD DRAKHLIS I THE TICKER

This is the second known virgin birth within the shark species.
sharks is unknown, it is nonetheless an exciting phenomenon to

observe, and hopefully it can be
used to advance scientific knowl-

edge of asexual reproduction on a
grand scale.

Global warning for global warming
BY ALEX KUSHNEROV
STAFF WRITER

The term “global warming” conjures up images of pollution, melting glaciers and icebergs, rising
sea levels, and huge intensity hurricanes. According to new research
by the Wildlife Conservation Society, there is another repercussion
we can add to the list – disease proliferation.
As reported by the Wild life
Conservation Society (WCS), Dr.
Steven E. Sanderson, CEO of WCS
stated, “it is important to monitor
how increasing temperatures and
fluctuating precipitation levels will
change the distribution of dangerous pathogens”.
Small changes in an ecosystem
result in drastic changes for wild
life, which in turn increase the types
of pathogens they become more
susceptible to. In order to prevent
the spread to humans, Sanderson
and a number of other health experts have launched a new program
named “One World, One Health.”
This program is a holistic initiative that manages human, wildlife,
and domestic animal health issues
in order to monitor, maintain, and
promote a healthy and stable planetary ecosystem.
One World, One Health is a multinational operation and is sponsored anywhere there is a major
concentration of natural wildlife.
For example, in Brazil, forest communities are required to spot primates who are sick with yellow fever, or in the Republic of the Congo,
local hunters have been trained to

ILLUSTRATED BY KORCAN YURDACAN I THE TICKER

The Wildlife Conservation Society recently reported that global warming also affects disease proliferation.
pinpoint symptoms of Ebola in animals.
If local civilians report a high
level of infected animals in their
areas, health agencies are then required to take preventive measures,
which range from vaccinations, to
examinations and if need be, quarantine of the infected animal.
Under “One World, One Health”
there are twelve highly infectious
diseases that are classified as the
“deadly dozen.”
This list emerges from and adds
on to the research done in a new

book published by the National
Academy of Sciences/Institute of
Medicine – “Global Climate Change
and Extreme Weather Events: Understanding the Potential Contributions to the Emergence, Reemergence, and Spread of Infectious
Disease”
Among the twelve, the most well
known include Avian influenza,
Cholera, Ebola, external and internal parasites, Lyme disease, Tuberculosis, and Yellow Fever.
The others include Banesia, a
disease spread to humans by exces-

sive tick bites, plague, which is one
of the oldest infectious diseases
known, caused by the bacterium
Yersinia pestis, producting from
1,000 to 3,000 cases of infection.
Another is caused by Red tides,
which is a toxic algae that grows
globally on warm coasts. The increasing temperatures only aid to
the multiplication of the algae and
release of toxins.
The last two are not commonly
heard, Rift valley fever, caused by
consumption of infected meat, and
Sleeping sickness, also known as

“trypanosomiasis”, caused by a protozoan and transmitted by the tsetse fly, a disease that causes 40,000
deaths per year in Africa, according to the WCS. Rift Valley fever is
currently causing havoc to Middle
Eastern and African economies,
where it commonly causes abortions and high death rates in cattle,
sheep, goats, and camels.
According to RX For Survival, a
global heatlh initiative that examines the reason for sickness, some
of these, including plague and tuberculosis are categorized as the
world’s most lethal and feared diseases.
“By monitoring animals for
these diseases we can not only provide further insight into potential
future human epidemics but stop
the infection before it gets out of
hand” says William Karesh, VicePresident of Global Health Programs of New York, according to
WCS. Karesh also suggested that
this program would be “an early
warning system” that would be indispensable in preventing disease
propagation such as another SARS
or bird-flu epidemic, which, in the
past, cost local governments an
estimated $100 billion in financial
loss.
While there is no current solution to deal with the melting polar
ice caps and intensified hurricanes,
disease is something that can be
controlled to some extent. Hopefully, the destabilization of trade,
economic loss, and human fatalities caused by infectious disease
will be more so held at bay by this
new program.
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Shel “Saturday Night Live” Silverstein
BY JACQUELINE CHANCER
ARTS EDITOR

Shel Silverstein, a lyrical, doodling larger-than-life character of
my childhood, began his 1974 collection, still a prized possession
in my library, entitled “Where the
Sidewalk Ends” with:
“If you are a dreamer, come in,
If you are a dreamer, a wisher,
a liar,
A hop-er, a pray-er, a
magic bean buyer…”

SAVEOURTREEHOUSE.COM

His poetry was of an intricate,
yet innocent, rhyme scheme and
let’s just say all that reading didn’t
quite prepare me for the Baruch
Performing Arts Center’s “An Adult
Evening of Shel Silverstein.” With
its Saturday Night Live-like structure, this brilliant production by a
childhood hero is for mature audiences only.
If you are anything like me, attempt to forget nearly all you know
about Shel Silverstein, but keep his
inane ability to rhyme nearly everything in mind. In the 10 unique and
hilariously crafted sketches, fit only
for late-night television,
the audience enters the
dark and depraved comical mind of Silverstein.
Granted the situations
may be a bit dramatic, but
surely Silverstein’s humor
is unmatched. I’ll give you
a quick taste of the production.
The show begins with a
seemingly benign dinner
date where the man struggles to tell his female companion something that has
troubled him as of late. We
learn that she is — gasp — a
bag lady! Like a disease that
has slowly infected her entire
persona, she is unable to pass
a trashcan without giving it a
once over. To quote the man in
this sketch, “Do you think all
old bag ladies start out as old
bag ladies?”
Next, we have “Bus Stop,” in

which a homeless man and a blond
vixen battle with words and a bus(t)
stop sign. How many synonyms can
you think of for breasts and penis?
Apparently the options are endless.
Later, we have a bedtime scene
between a man and his wife, in
which the wife forces them to imagine a hypothetical situation where
“the lifeboat is sinking.” In an attempt to have her husband reevaluate his priorities, or rather, show
how he would let his mother die to
save her hide, the wife causes her
husband to suffer a mental breakdown.
Each subsequent sketch is more
absurd than the last and serves to
highlight Silverstein’s attempt to infuse humor and awkwardness into
seemingly banal and innocuous
situations. From a dinner date to a
child’s birthday to a typical homecooked meal to even a homeless
man singing jazz on the street with
his dog, Silverstein leaves no stone
of everyday reality unturned. Sure,
there are the few easy ploys to provoke a laugh, the blatant cursing
or insipid violence, but overall the
play is that of a dexterous linguist.
Perhaps the best example of
his poetic gift can be found in the
sketch entitled “Buy One Get One
Free.” Granted it’s about buying
hookers, but every line in the act
ended with the sound “e.” Imagine
that — hookers and poetry. Quite a
lethal combination.
Shel Silverstein was a prolific
poet, songwriter, musician, composer and cartoonist; ultimately

the list of titles that
can be anointed
to him is endless.
“An Adult Evening
of Shel Silverstein”
was first produced
in 2001 by the Atlantic Theatre Company, just two years
following his death.
This ONEtime Productions rendition
of Silverstein’s work
is truly uproariously entertaining
and will have you
looking at life in a
completely different light.

“An Adult Evening of Shel Silverstein”
Tickets are $12
for students and
$15 for Baruch faculty and staff. General admission is
$25. Reception at
6:30 p.m. before
each night’s performance.
For more information visit baruch.
cuny.edu/bpac.
BEACHBROWSER.COM

Go see Van Gogh at the MoMA
BY JOHANNA MARIE FERREIRA
STAFF WRITER

For years, Vincent van Gogh’s
eminent painting “The Starry
Night” has been a masterpiece that
has stirred emotions in all viewers
as well as being one of modern art’s
most significant and influential
creations. The exhibit, “Van Gogh
and the Colors of the Night,” at the
Museum of Modern Art is a journey
of reflective works that depicts his
fascination with representing night
by light and demonstrates Van
Gogh’s search for style. This exhibition fuses the stylistic challenges
he faced in depicting the night with
color as well as demonstrates the
significance of symbolic and spiritual meanings in his works. Van
Gogh’s pieces display how the artist’s exploration with observation

and imagination was successfully
displayed in his representations of
the night hours.
The collection is comprised of
his paintings, drawings and letters
that indicate themes of peasant
life, the significance of sowers and
wheatfields and the modernity of
rural life. The exhibit opens with
Van Gogh’s early landscapes. These
early works convey sentimental
themes as well as exhibit the effects
of working with light and creating
landscapes, portraits and interior
scenes at night. Being an artist who
was not able to strictly rely on memory and imagination, Van Gogh’s illustrations were created based on
observation. He was challenged to
discover a technique which would
allow him to create paintings in the
nighttime, sunset and dusk.
Van Gogh began to call him-

VINCENTVANGOGHART.NET

Van Gogh’s “The Starry Night“(1889)

self an artist after finishing his two
works, “En Route” and “Before
the Hearth,” both created in 1881.
These two pencil and black ink
sketches feature a laborer at night.
“En Route” displays a man walking
through the snow while the sun is
beginning to set, while the man in
“Before the Hearth” is warming up
in a room by a fireplace. Both works
are set in the night and evoke notions of rest after a long day of work.
The two drawings were sent along
with a letter to Van Gogh’s brother
,Theo, in which the artist compares
his works to contemporary artists
he admired such as Rembrandt,
Eugene Delacroix and Jean-Francois Millet. His struggles to discover
his own individual style as well as a
technique where he could illustrate
darkness are revealed in these letters. These works along with Van
Gogh’s “Au Charbonnage”, were his
first portrayals of the night.
The artist was deeply interested
in the subject of peasant life. He
quickly drew a connection between rural workers and qualities
of nature. The peasant life pieces
consist of portraits of families in
interior spaces at night. These compositions contained dark tones and
colors. He was successfully able to
captivate the dim lighting of the
night as well as arousing feelings
of rest and tranquility. He displays
this in his piece “The Potato Eaters,”
a portrait in which he brings to light
a family sitting around a table during the evening. This was considered Van Gogh’s first significant interior night scene and was created
in both a lithograph sketch and an
oil painting on canvas.
Many of Van Gogh’s works soon
started to evoke elements of re-

VINCENTVANGOGHART.NET

Van Gogh’s “The Potato Eaters“ (1885)
ligion and the supernatural. Van
Gogh himself became very dedicated to religion and his spiritual
morals and beliefs. He soon started
to express his paintings with more
vibrant colors as well as dynamic
brush-stroke techniques. These
contemporary methods helped
to enhance subject matters of the
countryside as well create a more
poetic approach. The Sower and
Wheatfield collection expresses Van
Gogh’s appeal to southern lighting
and peasant sowing and harvesting. He displays this in his choice
of vibrant tones such as bright yellows, gold, ambers and oranges to
represent twilights and sunsets.
These elements also serve to symbolize metaphors of life, death,
spirituality and eternal life. These
same techniques are shown in his
portraits of urban night scenes.

Van Gogh was finally able to
achieve his own distinctive and conceptual tone in his compositions of
the countryside at night. It was during this time that “The Starry Night”
was created. Van Gogh approached
these challenges and began to enhance certain elements of nature
by deepening brush strokes and
color. The deep brush strokes were
used in portraying powerful winds,
swirls and light. Van Gogh displays
cypresses and nocturnal subjects in
“The Starry Night,” which was created under a gas jet. The artist used
vibrant greens, blues, royal blue for
the water and violets and yellows.
This fantastical representation of
the sky evokes spiritual meaning of
immortality as well as emotions of
calmness and harmony to viewers
of all kinds.
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Brand Spankin’ New Music
n “Everything

is Borrowed” is
to be bought
BY KEITH ARORA WILLIAMS
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

AMAZON.COM

It is hard to understand what is
hampering commercial success in
the United States for the critically
commended musical meditations
of The Streets (real name: Mike
Skinner).
For those that don’t know about
the genre of music called UK Ga-

rage, it is something like old-school ,giving the listener a wide variety of
rap with bits of techno, dance hall excellent dishes.
If you haven’t sampled UK Gamusic and occasional odd noises.
The rhyme schemes and delivery rage, The Streets is definitely a good
style of the music resemble hip- introduction.
hop, but the raw, unprocessed beats
Recommended Tracks: I Love You
are what makes it garage music.
Since he appeared in 2002, after More (Than You Like Me), The Irony
the release of his first album,
Skinner has become the undisputed champion of the
genre. At that time,
he managed to
endear himself
to legions of disaffected
youth
and now, three
albums
later,
has successfully
brought his craft
to the British mainstream.
Skinner’s road
has had its fair share
of bumps but the
Oct. 7 release of the
LP “Everything is Borrowed” marks a return
to the unpretentious
handling of poignant
situations and weighty
topics that propelled his initial emergence. The album
employs such a diversity of
talented instrumentalists
that it is not a surprise to
find that one or two songs
may jar the senses. Skinner
couples this new funkiness
FUCSJONES..COM
with wit, wordplay and a
Mike Skinner of The Streets
penchant for waxing lyrical

n

Yell if you
like YELLE
BY SOPHIA HEPHEASTOU
COPY EDITOR

ENREGISTRERSOUS.COM

Oh France, you have given us
many things to fall in love with
such as odoriferous cheese, berets, strange indie films, Louis
Vuitton and recently
YELLE.
Front woman, Julie Budet, a cross
between
Blondie
and Cindy Lauper,
makes crowds roar
for more as she shimmies across the stage
spreading
electromagic to all she graces.
With just two other
members, Grand Marnier and TEPR, the band
creates
monumental
music using synthesizers,
chimes, heavy bass and a
giant disco ball while simultaneously highlighting
Budet’s own goddess-like
voice. In her latest album, “Pop
Up,” dance music lovers will
definitely get a kick out of “Je
Veux Te Voir,” a track with catchy

beats and snare drum drops while
“Ce Jeux” provokes a more melodious throwback to the loveable ’80s.
Maybe it is her short hair, or the fact
that she is spandex-clad with bright
neon colors and sequins, but whatever it is, Yelle’s sound, even though
completely French, stands out way
above other electronica outfits.

Indian jazz artist
plays for Baruch

OSWEGO.EDU

Rez Abassi and his sextet will play at Baruch on Oct. 23.
BY MICHAEL WURSTHORN
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

FRANKICHAN.COM

Recommended Tracks: Les Femmes,
Dans Ta Vraie Vie, Tristesse/Joie,
Jogging

The Baruch Performing Arts
Center will play host to Rez Abasi,
an acclaimed jazz guitarist, on Oct.
23.
The Indian-born musician is
known for his original approach
to jazz, as he charms audiences
with his unique music — a blend
between Indian music and jazz.
Abbasi, a New Yorker for the past
15 years, performed with musical
greats like Ruth Brown, Peter Erksine and Kenny Werner.
Abasi’s experimentation with
various sounds has helped separate
him from most other musicians.
His group consists of organist Gary
Versace, drummer Dan Weiss and
tabla Kiran Ahluwalia.

Abasi will be performing at 1
p.m. and 7 p.m. in the Engleman
Recital Hall, and students, faculty
and administers will be able to listen for free. In addition to his performance, Abasi will be joined by
Italian-born singer Robert Gamberini.
The Milt Hinton Jazz Persepective Series held its first concert in
1992, starring Milt Hinton and acclaimed performers such as Seldon
Powell, Bob Rosengarden, Mike
Walters and Derek Smith.
In its 17th season now, the series
looks to bring more award-winning
jazz to the doorstep of the Baruch
community.
For ticket information or purchases, call 646-312-4085 or visit
theatermania.com.
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BY SHAWYONIA PETTIGREW
BPAC CORRESPONDENT

Don’t miss your last chance
to see “An Adult Evening of Shel
Silverstein by Shel Silverstein.”
This is a provocative, farcical,
cynical and sometimes raunchy
look into human relationships
and interaction through a series
of vignettes created by the late
great author, providing a showcase for his incredible talent and
irreverent wit. Tickets are $12
for students and $15 for Baruch
faculty and staff. General admission is $25. There is a reception
at 6:30 p.m. before each night’s
performance.
On Tuesday, Oct. 21 from 9
a.m. to 5 p.m., the finals of the
2008 Concert Artist Guild International Competition will take
place. This event is free. Twelve
aspiring artists and ensembles
will present a 25-minute concert
program before a jury of music
industry professionals.
The first Milt Hinton Jazz Perspectives Concert Series will be
this Thursday, Oct. 23. Rez Abbassi will start the season with
his unique fusion of jazz with
an Indian influence. His latest
album “Bazaar” is continuing to
create a spear of sound, amazing
the music community further. As
a special treat, Abbassi will perform two concerts, a lunchtime
concert at 1p.m. and an evening
performance at 8 p.m. As always,
Baruch students, faculty and staff
may attend for free.
“Irena’s Vow,” featuring Tovah Feldshuh has received rave
reviews from everyone. It is also
sold out, but you may just get
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lucky if you are persistent. It is a
riveting, life-affirming tale about
one of the most courageous and
unsung heroines of World War II.
During the German occupation
of Poland, Irena Gut Opdyke, a
Polish catholic would risk her
own life in order to save the lives
of 12 Jewish refugees whom she
secretly took under her care.
Join us on Thursday, Oct. 30
from 12 p.m. to 3 p.m. for Halloween Holiday Fun in the BPAC
Lounge (NVC-Level B3) for trivia, prizes, a horror film and, of
course, snacks.
Weissman Talks, a new dialogue series, whose topic this
fall focuses on the Holocaust in
Poland, will continue on Oct. 28
at 6 p.m. with “The Holocaust in
Film.”
This discussion will include
clips from the films “Sophie’s
Choice” (1982), directed by
Alan J. Pakula, and “The Pianist”
(2002), directed by Roman Polanski. Weissman Dean Jeffrey
Peck will moderate the panel.
Panel participants include Tovah
Feldshuh from “Irena’s Vow” in
the Nagelberg Theater, Professor
and Chair of the History Department Cynthia Whittaker, Professor and Chair of the Fine and
Performing Arts Department
Terry Berkowitz and Professor
of the Communications Department Alison Griffiths.
Last, don’t miss the BPAC
Hour from noon to 1 p.m., every Wednesday on wbmbradio.
com. For information, stop by
the BPAC Box Office (NVC-first
floor), call 646-312-4085, or visit
baruch.cuny.edu/bpac.
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Recent findings suggest:
During ovulation, the pitch of a woman’s voice rises on average by
five hertz, and her scent becomes more alluring to males.

A shark’s immaculate conception
BY YAN DAVYDOV
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

For only the second time in recorded science, a “virgin birth” has
occurred in the shark species.
While the process of virgin birth,
or parthenogenesis, is not actually
unusual in other smaller reptiles,
fish, plants and lesser invertebrates
such as some species of bees and
scorpions, it is a rather rare occurrence in complex creatures like
sharks.
On Oct. 10 during an autopsy on
a recently deceased blacktip shark,
Tidbit, scientists found that the
shark was pregnant and may have
passed away due to complications.
The blacktip Tidbit had lived at
the Virginia Aquarium in the Norfolk Canyon Aquarium for eight
years, with no male blacktips ever
having been in the tank.
DNA testing, similar to that of
human paternity tests, was led by
shark scientist Dr. Demian Chapman, who proved that the unborn
blacktip pup lacked any genetic
material from a father, making for a
true virgin birth.
Similarly, the first documented
case of parthenogenesis in sharks,
which occurred in May 2007 in a
zoo in Omaha, Nebraska, involved
a shark pup that was born to a hammerhead who had not been in contact with a male in three years.
DNA testing also proved that the
shark pup was indeed a result of
virgin birth and had had no genetic
traces of genetic material from a
male.
Virgin birth in sharks was origi-

nally thought to have been a result
of long-term sperm storage in females after mating, the findings
in these two cases help prove the
ability of some sharks to reproduce
asexually.
Since the virgin births occurred
in two different species of sharks,
scientists are now questioning
whether or not parthenogenesis is
a trait common among most species of shark, and what problems
may emerge from it.
Mahmood Shivji, a scientist
from Nova Southeastern University in Florida, raises the question
of whether or not parthenogenesis will become more common
in sharks if population densities
become so low, that females have
trouble finding mates.
Although possible, this asexual
reproduction cannot entirely restore a depleted population solely
through parthenogenesis, because
like humans, sharks have an XY
chromosome system.
As a result, females can only
give birth to female XX offspring via
parthenogenesis.
While these virgin birth offspring are not exactly clones of
their mothers, they do have less genetic diversity than pups born with
two sets of different chromosomes,
which may hinder their survival in
the wild.
Parthenogenesis in sharks also
lacks in the sense that it falls short
of the typical litter size from sexual
reproduction, which can be in the
hundreds in some species.
While the exact evolutionary
benefit of parthenogenesis for
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This is the second known virgin birth within the shark species.
sharks is unknown, it is nonetheless an exciting phenomenon to

observe, and hopefully it can be
used to advance scientific knowl-

edge of asexual reproduction on a
grand scale.

Global warning for global warming
BY ALEX KUSHNEROV
STAFF WRITER

The term “global warming” conjures up images of pollution, melting glaciers and icebergs, rising
sea levels, and huge intensity hurricanes. According to new research
by the Wildlife Conservation Society, there is another repercussion
we can add to the list – disease proliferation.
As reported by the Wild life
Conservation Society (WCS), Dr.
Steven E. Sanderson, CEO of WCS
stated, “it is important to monitor
how increasing temperatures and
fluctuating precipitation levels will
change the distribution of dangerous pathogens”.
Small changes in an ecosystem
result in drastic changes for wild
life, which in turn increase the types
of pathogens they become more
susceptible to. In order to prevent
the spread to humans, Sanderson
and a number of other health experts have launched a new program
named “One World, One Health.”
This program is a holistic initiative that manages human, wildlife,
and domestic animal health issues
in order to monitor, maintain, and
promote a healthy and stable planetary ecosystem.
One World, One Health is a multinational operation and is sponsored anywhere there is a major
concentration of natural wildlife.
For example, in Brazil, forest communities are required to spot primates who are sick with yellow fever, or in the Republic of the Congo,
local hunters have been trained to

ILLUSTRATED BY KORCAN YURDACAN I THE TICKER

The Wildlife Conservation Society recently reported that global warming also affects disease proliferation.
pinpoint symptoms of Ebola in animals.
If local civilians report a high
level of infected animals in their
areas, health agencies are then required to take preventive measures,
which range from vaccinations, to
examinations and if need be, quarantine of the infected animal.
Under “One World, One Health”
there are twelve highly infectious
diseases that are classified as the
“deadly dozen.”
This list emerges from and adds
on to the research done in a new

book published by the National
Academy of Sciences/Institute of
Medicine – “Global Climate Change
and Extreme Weather Events: Understanding the Potential Contributions to the Emergence, Reemergence, and Spread of Infectious
Disease”
Among the twelve, the most well
known include Avian influenza,
Cholera, Ebola, external and internal parasites, Lyme disease, Tuberculosis, and Yellow Fever.
The others include Banesia, a
disease spread to humans by exces-

sive tick bites, plague, which is one
of the oldest infectious diseases
known, caused by the bacterium
Yersinia pestis, producting from
1,000 to 3,000 cases of infection.
Another is caused by Red tides,
which is a toxic algae that grows
globally on warm coasts. The increasing temperatures only aid to
the multiplication of the algae and
release of toxins.
The last two are not commonly
heard, Rift valley fever, caused by
consumption of infected meat, and
Sleeping sickness, also known as

“trypanosomiasis”, caused by a protozoan and transmitted by the tsetse fly, a disease that causes 40,000
deaths per year in Africa, according to the WCS. Rift Valley fever is
currently causing havoc to Middle
Eastern and African economies,
where it commonly causes abortions and high death rates in cattle,
sheep, goats, and camels.
According to RX For Survival, a
global heatlh initiative that examines the reason for sickness, some
of these, including plague and tuberculosis are categorized as the
world’s most lethal and feared diseases.
“By monitoring animals for
these diseases we can not only provide further insight into potential
future human epidemics but stop
the infection before it gets out of
hand” says William Karesh, VicePresident of Global Health Programs of New York, according to
WCS. Karesh also suggested that
this program would be “an early
warning system” that would be indispensable in preventing disease
propagation such as another SARS
or bird-flu epidemic, which, in the
past, cost local governments an
estimated $100 billion in financial
loss.
While there is no current solution to deal with the melting polar
ice caps and intensified hurricanes,
disease is something that can be
controlled to some extent. Hopefully, the destabilization of trade,
economic loss, and human fatalities caused by infectious disease
will be more so held at bay by this
new program.
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Lifestyles

Big screams in the big apple

FLICKR.COM

PICASAWEB.COM

A group of marchers enjoy the spirit of Halloween at the annual Village Halloween Parade.
BY KERRI JAREMA
ASSISTANT LIFESTYLES EDITOR

Halloween is fast approaching
and along with the holiday comes
many different invitations for
events and get-togethers. Rather
than settle for the run-of-the-mill
party with cliché music, stale candy
and girls in revealing costumes,
explore the less predictable and
far more exciting events going on
around the city.
One tried and true Halloween
pastime is the annual Village

Halloween Parade. Every Halloween
Sixth Avenue, from Broome to 23rd
St., are filled with thousands of
people in outlandish costumes,
hundreds of giant puppets, over 50
different bands with dancers and
artists displaying their talents.
All those in costumes are asked
to line up at Sixth Avenue South of
Spring Street and North of Canal
Street between 6:30 p.m. and 8:30
p.m. This year’s parade theme is a
celebration of ghosts. There is also
an official after-party at Webster
Hall, in which all four floors of the

venue are used. Tickets are available
online at websterhall.com.
Another great option for
Halloween fun is Blood Manor
Haunted House located at 542 W.
27th St. between 10th and 11th Ave.
Blood Manor is a 5,000-square foot
labyrinth of 20 rooms with different
horror themes. This year, the rooms
include the Thunderdome, Skull
Alley and a 3D experience.
Blood Manor is meant to be
an intense horror experience and
is not recommended for children
under 14 years of age. Blood Manor

A creepy scene from the haunted house, Blood Manor on West 27th Street.
is open Oct. 23 to 26, Oct. 28 to
31, and Nov. 1, from 7:30 p.m. to 1
a.m. on Thursdays and Sundays,
7:30 p.m. to 2 a.m. on Fridays
and Saturdays, and 7:30 p.m. to 1
a.m. on Oct. 28 to 30. Tickets are
available online for $25 and at the
door for $30.
Halloween club hopping is also
a popular activity on Halloween
night.
Esquire
magazine
is
sponsoring Joonbug Halloween
Masquerade Ball at Capitale, where
celebrities such as Usher, Jay Z
and Diddy have been known to

show up. Tickets for the event are
$20 for general admission and $50
for VIP admission. Costumes are
mandatory. Other hotspots such as
The Dream Hotel and Room Service
are hosting parties on Halloween
night.
Your Halloween night does not
have to be a typical tour of lame
house parties or sitting at home
watching “Halloween” and eating
candy corn for another year. The city
is full of exciting and creepy events
that will make this Halloween one
to remember.

Make room for Roomali’s wrap up
mid-day meal to keep you energized throughout your day.
Roomali also offers the best traditional Indian tea also known as
Masala Chai. This tea is perfect to
relax with after a stressful day. Its
authentic flavor is brought out by a
strong flavor of tea that is balanced
out with milk and a dash of Indian
herbs and spices. Traditionally this
drink is spiced with warm spices
such as caradamom, cinnamon,
ginger, star anise, peppercorn and
cloves.
While sipping on Roomali’s Masala Chai, I feel like I am transported onto the hill stations of India
where it is traditional to be served
such tea in chilly weather.
Roomali’s authentic Indian cuisine is what makes this restaurant
an absolute crowd pleaser. Its savory wraps truly wrap up India’s
finest. Though limited in space, the
excellent food and nostalgic Masala
Chai is what keeps crowds coming
back for more. Their wraps are an
ideal way to start any afternoon.

Roomali
97 Lexington Ave.
Between 26th St. and 27th St.
New York, NY 10016
(212 679-8900

BY YASHIMA BHATIA
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Wraps have become commonplace for fast take-out lunches here
in the city. At every corner you may
find a deli or a café that offers wraps
with similar ingredients.
Roomali, an Indian take-out restaurant near Baruch, offers wraps
with a twist. The innovative exterior
is immediately inviting.
Within Roomali, I see mostly
couples enjoying their lunches in
the small, but chic décor of the reddish interior. The black tiles and
chairs offer a Zen-like atmosphere
to the restaurant, making it the perfect setting to just relax or talk over
lunch. Although the restaurant has
limited seating, this doesn’t discourage big crowds as they tend to
take advantage of Roomali’s takeout menus.
Roomali’s wraps are hands
down the best I have ever had. One
of my favorites is their “Chicken

FLICKR.COM

Enjoy traditional Indian food and tea without paying a bundle.
Tikka Roll.” The main ingredient is
Tandoori chicken, or as some of us
might know it, “red chicken” for its
color. It is cooked in a round clay
oven, which gives the chicken its

spectacular blend of smoked flavor.
Another must-have is their “Seekh
Kabab Roll,” made of minced lamb
meat roasted to perfection. Each
wrap is made with Indian flat bread

(Roti), similar to a tortilla that is
grilled and stuffed with eggs and
traditional Indian coriander-mint
chutney. These two mouth-watering, spicy rolls make for the perfect

Out of 5 stars:
Food: ´´´´´
Service: ´´´´
Atmosphere: ´´´
Price: $$$ (5 - 10)
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Blast away blemish
blues for clear skin
When we think back to our
teenage years, we can all agree that
at some point and time,
we all had to deal with
acne. Over the years,
new products such as
Proactiv Solution, Clean
& Clear and Neutrogena
have advanced the fight
against problem skin.
According to Proactiv.
com, the product “treats
acne safely and effectively
by attacking it at the
source, where a buildup of dead skin cells and
bacteria clogs your pores.”
Their three-step system
includes the Renewing
Cleanser,
Revitalizing
Toner,
and
Repairing
Lotion. If purchased from
an infomercial, the trial
offer includes the cleanser,
toner and lotion, along
with a Refining Mask, for
emergency
spot treatment.
The trial offer of
a 30-day supply
costs $19.99.
Afterward, the
regular price
of the threestep system is
$39.95.
Clean
&
Clear
offers
different
solutions
according
to
skin type. The general treatment is
the Clean & Clear Advantage. This
product includes Acne Control
Cleanser, Acne Control Moisturizer
and Fast Clearing Spot Treatment.

Unlike Proactiv, Clean & Clear
can be purchased at your local
drugstore for $18.99.
Neutrogena’s skiniD is a
personalized acne solution. In
order to individualize your
treatment, first visit skinid.
com for an evaluation. The
evaluation is an extensive
survey about your skin
and lifestyle to determine
what kind of medication is
right for you. You can even
choose the color of your
free travel bag. Based on
the answers to the survey
you receive three unique
products for $39.90
For those who prefer
single items instead of the
three-step system, Bliss
is the place for you.
Change Your Spots,
is a fast acting spot
treatment that “works
overnight to diminish the
appearance of blemishes
and to dry up excess oil.
[It] also, helps to lighten
the hyperpigmented
dark spots
that
are
sometimes
left
on
skin
long
after acne
clears
up”
according to
sephora.com.
This product
goes for $32
at
Sephora
stores.
BUZZILLIONS.COM
There are a lot
of different products for various
skin types and budgets, but it is
important to find the one that’s
right for you.
SEPHORA.COM

BY ELYSSA MALDONADO
LIFESTYLES EDITOR
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Calendar of Events
COMPILED BY KERRI JAREMA

ASSISTANT LIFESTYLES EDITOR

Yearbook Pictures
Office of Student Life
Room 2-110 (NVC)
9 a.m. - 7 p.m.
10/20 - 10/24

Blood Drive
Office of Student Life
Multipurpose Room 1-107 (NVC)
11 a.m. - 5 p.m.
10/21 - 10/22

Better World Book Drive
Golden Key International
Honour Society
Second Floor Lobby (NVC)
9 a.m. - 8 p.m.
10/20 - 10/24

Gender Benders
Gay Lesbian and Straight Society
Room 3-215 (NVC)
12:30 p.m. - 2:20 p.m.

Rush Event
Alpha Epsilon Pi
Room 3-240 (NVC)
12:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.

Yearbook Club Photos
Lexicon
Room 3-215 (NVC)
12 p.m. - 3 p.m.

Sofritos
Latino Heritage Month
Room 3-215 (NVC)
6 p.m. - 9 p.m.

Striking A Balance: Work &
Wellness
Health Services
Room 3-210 (NVC)
12:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.

BNY Mellon
Business
Room 14-270 (NVC)
6 p.m. - 8 p.m.
On- Campus Recruiting
Workshop
STARR Career Development
Center
Room 2-190 (NVC)
2 p.m. - 4 p.m.

Torah Study with Sushi
Chabad Club
Room 3-240 (NVC)
12:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.
General Meetings
Solutions Across Borders
Room 310 (17 Lex.)
12:40 p.m. - 2:20 p.m.

CUNY Students Coalition
Office of Services for Students with
Disabilities
Room 2-125 (NVC)
12 p.m. - 5 p.m.
Academic Seminars
Corporate Communication Graduate
Student Association
Room 4-185 (NVC)
6 p.m. - 8 p.m.
Anniversary Committee Meeting
Zeta Phi Beta
Room 3-210 (NVC)
7 p.m. - 9 p.m.

10/20
10/21
10/22
10/23
10/24

Blood Drive Sign-Up
Office of Student Life
Second Floor Lobby (NVC)
10 a.m. - 8 p.m.

Abraham House Book Drive
Freshman Seminar
Second Floor Lobby (NVC)
12:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.

Sisterly Social
Zeta Phi Beta
Room 3-210 (NVC)
6 p.m. - 9 p.m.

Campus Awareness
Golden Key International
Honour Society
Second Floor Lobby (NVC)
4:30 p.m. - 6 p.m.
10/20 - 10/21

Bake Sale
Keep A Child Alive
Second Floor Lobby (NVC)
12:30 p.m. - 5 p.m.

Corporate Presentation with
Deloitte
Accounting Society
Room 5-165 (NVC)
12:45 p.m. - 2:20 p.m.

Chinese Language Program
United Chinese Language Association
Room 3-216 (NVC)
12:40 p.m. - 2:15 p.m.

Immigration Policy
Latino Heritage Month
Room 2-125 (NVC)
6 p.m. - 9 p.m.

General Meeting
Wall Street Club
Room 4-225 (NVC)
7 p.m. - 9 p.m.

1st Annual Latino Cultural
Fashion Show
Latino Heritage Month
Mason Hall (23rd St.)
7 p.m. - 11 p.m.

EID
Women In Islam
Multipurpose Room 1-107 (NVC)
6 p.m. - 10 p.m.

Submit your event listings to calendar@theticker.org
Blogging the 2008
Election
The Department of Journalism
will host a panel discussion
about how political blogs have
shaped the 2008 presidential
election.
DATE: TUESDAY, OCT. 28, 2008
TIME: 7:00 - 9:00 P.M.
WHERE: LIBRARY BUILDING
CONFERENCE CENTER
REFRESHMENTS WILL BE SERVED
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Soccer gaining momentum Staying on track
BY JOSEPH CAFARELLI

Cross crountry
teams are facing
obstacles both on
and off the track

SENIOR STAFF WRITER

Complacency is a dynamic that
any team looks to avoid, including
the 2008 Baruch soccer team. The
team has won six games in a row,
and was ranked #10 last week in
the Metropolitan region by the National Soccer Coaches Association
of America (NSCAA). To the naked
eye, things would be going well for
the team; however the coaching
staff is quick to put things into perspective.
“I’m not satisfied with this win
and you shouldn’t be [either],”
were the words spoken by Head
Coach Ranford Champagnie minutes after a 1-0 victory over the
College of Staten Island on Oct. 11.
Champagnie went further, asking
the huddled team if any of them
were happy with the victory. Their
response was a simple, yet a strong
and resounding “no!”
The Bearcats walked away with
a victory that Saturday against the
Dolphins of CSI, although the last
few minutes saw the Dolphins
force Baruch goaltender Nelson
DiBastioano, recent CUNYAC Player of the Week winner, to save the
day by single-handedly stopping a
one-on-one challenge in the 89th
minute.
“The game should not have
been one that is decided in the last
minute,” said Champagnie. The box
score would agree with him, as the
first half saw the Bearcats completely dominate the Dolphins, who had
a season high of 21 shots on goal in
the opening 45 minutes, resulting
in only one goal by freshman Daniel Ospina. Most of the shots were
either high or wide of the goal, as
CSI goalkeeper Pavel Baspalov had
only recorded five saves at the half.
Baruch’s defense frustrated the
Dolphins and forced 12 offside pen-

BY WILLIAM BATTAGLIA
OPINION EDITOR

BARUCH SPORTS INFORMATION

Goalie Nelson DiBastiano making a save for the streaking Bearcats.
alties, which stopped any chance
of momentum for the Dolphins.
Baruch senior captain Marcelo
Martinez cited the recent swing of
success the Bearcats have enjoyed
as giving them confidence entering
the game: “We’ve won four in a row
coming into this game, and we continued to play our type of soccer,
and were able to walk away with the
victory.” However, Martinez echoed
the sentiment of the coaching staff
by adding that the win “shouldn’t
have been as close as it was.”
With a game against Polytechnic cancelled, the only remaining
game for the Bearcats last week was
against out-of-conference opponent Cooper Union. The Bearcats

continued their winning ways
with a 2-1 victory, in another game
where Baruch was heavily favored.
After the game, Champagnie was
unhappy with the team’s tendency
to “play down to their opponent,”
deviating from the type of play that
has seen the Bearcats equal with
some of the region’s best teams.
With only three games remaining on the schedule before the
playoffs, the team realizes the need
to return to the type of dominating
play that knocked off CUNYAC’s
top teams, York and Brooklyn College, by a combined score of 6-1.
They did it before, and need to
prove they can do it again.

Despite a tough season for the
women’s cross country team, the
ladies are feeding off each other’s
optimism and last year’s championship title as motivation for this
year’s CUNY Athletic Conference
finals.
Recently, junior Jessica Penaherrera and senior Monica Honrade helped Baruch finish 14th
at the 6K DeSales Invitational on
Saturday, Oct. 11th, nearly one
week removed from finishing third
place at the 6K Brooklyn College
Invitational. While the team won’t
make excuses, second year coach
and former Baruch cross country
runner Ariadne Mui certainly feels
the school schedule played an important factor in the team’s poor
showing. “The change in schedule
with the school holidays has made
it tough on the players. It’s been
tough to get them geared up,” said
Mui.
However, she has been proud of
her team as they have demonstrated resilience and leadership. “Fortunately, we have a seasoned team
this year so they have been able to
conduct practices on their own,”

said Mui. “This season, Monica
[Honrade] and Lamar Bailey have
demonstrated leadership qualities.
The team has really pulled together despite budget issues by doing
fundraising and other activities. I’m
really proud of this group of girls.”
Next up for them is the CUNYAC
championship finals scheduled for
Sunday, Oct. 26th at 9:30 a.m. at
Van Cortlandt Park in the Bronx.
The women are very familiar with
this race as they brought home the
championship last season, the first
ever in the history of the school’s
cross country program, and the
team is evidently hoping to duplicate their success.
“I think this season has taught
the team that this, and any sport for
that matter, is not only a physical
but a mental challenge as well.”
On the men’s side, despite no
first place finish this season, they
have finished no worse than 10th
place in any race. Leading the way
has been freshman Gilbert Marte,
who was recently honored for winning individual first place at the 8K
Brooklyn College Invitational on
Sunday, Oct. 5th.
This past Sunday, the men’s team
competed in a conference game in
the York College Invitational at Van
Cortlandt Park in the Bronx.
Up next for the men will be the
CUNYAC finals scheduled the same
day and location as the women’s,
but with a starting time of 10:30
a.m. After a third place finish in last
year’s CUNYAC finals, the gentlemen will be using their consistent
play this season to hopefully propel
them to a championship.

Bearcats spike
the competion
CONTINUED FROM FRONT
Later that day, Baruch came out
strong again to record similar results against the City Tech Yellow
Jackets. Sophomore setter Kristin
Walker and senior outside hitter
Nicole Baruffaldi led the team with
their hits and kills, respectively, to a
victory of 25-8, 25-12 and 25-17.
Those two victories put the
Bearcats in a very interesting position, especially with the conference
championships coming up. In fact,
they are, at the time of this printing,
in a tie with Hunter College for second place, which could turn into a
three-way tie with City College if
the latter falls to Hunter.
Gunther acknowledges that
this year could very possibly be the
year that the team wins the championship title, especially with players like Staren Soanes, Lizmarie
Vasquez, Ola Qeraj and Barrufaldi,
who are all seniors and important
assets to the team.
“It’s frustrating when they work
really hard to get to where they are,
and then when they’re finally ready
it’s time to go,” said Gunther, citing Qeraj as an example. Qeraj has
been on the team for three years,
but only this year has the reserved
setter been getting significant playing time.
“Because of [our seniors], this
year is a great opportunity since we
have the talent to put it together,”
explains Gunther, who is hoping to
go into the playoffs first seeded, so
that the road to the finals will be a
smooth and easy one.
Despite being proud of her team
and of how far they’ve come, Gunther recognizes that the athletes still
have many things to improve on as
they prepare to enter the playoffs,
such as their offense, hitting and
blocking. The Bearcats are also
faced with the disadvantage of being short, but they have been finding ways to counter that element.

“We’re small, but we do jump training every day; if you can’t hit over
them, hit around them,” said Gunther. “You can’t beat physicality.”
In addition to practices and
drills, the team has also had a very
competitive schedule to help them
improve, a schedule that included
many nationally ranked teams.
The competition helped take
away the girls’ fear when they faced
conference teams, though they had
to sacrifice some wins in the process. “We would have liked to have
more easy wins, but those won’t
help us get better,” said Gunther,
who in retrospect admits she might
have taken a couple of those hard
games out so the girls wouldn’t “get
down on themselves as much.”
Regardless of those games, the
Bearcats are looking forward to the
playoffs, with only two games between them and the quarterfinals.
Oct. 28 and 30 will be their last
regular season conference games,
which should serve as steppingstones to hopefully successful playoffs. The Oct. 30 game should be especially motivating, as the Bearcats
will be playing on their home court
in front of what is expected to be a
large crowd: that evening will also
be the annual Halloween costume
contest, an event that has been a
success the last two years.
“My team loves support, they
thrive on it,” said Gunther, speaking
about the Halloween contest. She
said the team is “very excited,” and
their thirst for a championship title
is fueled by their frustration over
losing to Hunter in their encounter earlier this season. That desire,
combined with the Bearcats’ passion, is what makes Gunther confident about this year’s playoffs.
“They all love each other and
playing, so now I’m just trying
to teach them to love winning as
much as playing,” she said about
her athletes, before adding: “This
year, we’re winning.”
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RANGERS’ PROSPECT PASSES AWAY
get something special here,“ said
Rangers assistant coach Mike
Pelino, who spent a week in Russia in August,. “As a raw talent, he
was great.“
As is the case with most stories imvolving the sudden death
of young athletes, this tragedy
was not without without controversy.
The ambulance that was stationed outside the rink, percisely
to avoid cases like this, left the
NEWYORKPOST,.COM
building before the conclusion
of the game and took 45 minutes
Alexei Cherepanov, 19, recently
to return while Cherepanov lay
died of a tragic heart attack.
helpless on the ice. Some reports
say that team doctors were able
Heading into their Oct. 13th to revive the young man temgame 4-0 against their long-time porarily while waiting for the
rival, the New Jersey Devils, the ambulance to arrive, and that the
Rangers suffered their worst loss young man showed brain activity
when he first got the hospital but
before the puck even dropped.
Alexei Cherepanov, the Ran- passed away shortly after.
In addition to the ambulance‘s
gers‘ first round draft pick in the
2007 draft, passed away at the untimely arrival, there have also
age of 19 while playing a Konti- been reports that the ambunental Hockey League game in lance did not have a defribillator on board, a device
Russia.
that could have revived
Suffering from an
Cherepanov.
apparent heart attack
The most shocking
during the third period
revelation to come out
of a regular season game,
since Cherepanov’s deaCherepanov, who had
th, however, was that he
already scored a goal in
apparently had chrothe game, collapsed on
nic ischemia, which is
the team’s bench next to
a condition where not
former Rangers captain
Jaromir Jagr on a routine TIM PETROPOULOS enough blood gets to the
heart or other organs,
line shift.
Bearcat Prowler
although Chereponov’s
“[Cherepanov] was
agent said that NHL
a great kid who always
had a smile on his face,“ said tests showed him to be fit to
Cherepanov’s agent Jay Gross- play.
“The KHL is committed to
man as reported by The New
York Post. “ He was also a terri- the safety of our players and will
fic competitor who was looking ensure that all member teams
forward to playing in the NHL for provide the highest level of medical care for our players,“ said leathe Rangers.“
On the hockey side, Chere- gue president Alexander Medpanov, a right wing, was the 17th vedev to the Associated Press.
overall selection in the 2007 “[We will conduct] an exhaustive
draft, only dropping that low investigation into all aspects of
in the draft because of contract the situation.“
No matter the reason, the fact
disputes with his Russian team,
Omsk. The Rangers where pla- still remains that a promising
ning on signing him to play for young life was taken from the
them next season, with his Rus- world too soon.
“ We lost a life today; that‘s the
sian contract expiring.
“I came back very excited bottom line,“ Rangers coach Tom
about what I had seen. After Renney told the New York Post.
watching him on the ice and “This serves as an inspiration for
seeing him with Jaromir [Jagr], the rest of us not to take anything
my thought was, ‚Wow, we did for granted.“
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SCHEDULE
Men’s Soccer
10/20 – Baruch @ Farmingdale State, 4:30 p.m.
10/22 – Medgar Evers @ Baruch, 6 p.m.
Cross Country
CUNYAC Finals
10/26 – Baruch @ Van Cortland Park, 8:30 a.m.

Women’s Tennis
CUNYAC Championship Tournament
10/21 – Baruch vs. City Tech, 4 p.m.
10/24 - Semifinal @ U.S. National Tennis Center
10/25 - Final @ U.S. National Tennis Center

Lady Bearcats out to conquer
BY CARLOS RUIZ
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

The women’s tennis team closed
its regular season on Oct. 13 in their
first and only double header of the
season against conference opponents Medgar Evers and the New
York City College of Technology.
The two games served was a final
tune-up as the team head into the
CUNY Athletic Conference Championship later this week.
In what could turn out to be a
first-round CUNYAC Championship preview, Baruch defeated the
No. 7 seeded City Tech by a landslide in the first match. The Bearcats
recorded a perfect 9-0 win over
their opponents, including perfect
individual scores of 6-0 and 6-0 in
singles as well as 8-0 in doubles.
The Bearcats continued their
winning streak by defeating the No.
6 seeded Medgar Evers with a score
of 8-1.
Once more, the team won by
large margins, taking most of the
singles and doubles with perfect
scores. Alexandra Vamanu recorded a perfect score at No. 3 singles,
defeating Marcyenda Cupid of
Medgar Evers 6-0, 6-0.
The Bearcats’ only loss came at
No. 1 singles, where Monika Maiellano lost a tough match to Sherine
Crawford of Medgar Evers. With
these two victories, the Bearcats
finished their regular reason with
a 12-2 overall record and 7-1 in the
CUNYAC standings.
Now that their regular season
is over, the team can look back
proudly on their success. Both
Mariya Korobkova and Shalanda
Graham ended their seasons undefeated and near the top of the
CUNY singles rankings at No. 4 and
No. 5 singles, respectively.
On the doubles side, the team of
Mkrtchyan/Piskunova finished No.
2 in rankings and Korobkova/Gra-
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The Bearcats are entering the playoffs as a team, determined to win the championship title.
ham ended third, with both ending
their seasons undefeated.
The end of the regular season
does not mean they will have a
break, as Head Coach Florin Giuglescu acknowledges that will have
to work harder than ever. The team
will have a one-week break before
the CUNYAC tournament starts on
Tuesday, Oct. 21. Baruch has drawn
City Tech in the first round.
Since in tennis anything can
happen, no team should be underestimated. Nevertheless, with the
exception of Hunter, the Bearcats

have swept every CUNY school by
large margins. It appears almost
certain that they are destined to
meet Hunter again in the championship game, as they have for the
past three years.
The team is confident that they
will not only make it to the championship game, but will also claim
the victory over Hunter for the first
time.
“[We expect] to meet with Hunter again in the final and have a great
match,” said senior Irina Piskova.
Senior captain Mariya Korobkova

went as far to say, “we will not fall
to anyone.”
Defeating Hunter, an eight-time
consecutive winner of the CUNYAC
championship, will not be easy.
Hunter not only has a notable presence in CUNY, they have also had
outstanding performances nationally.
Evgenyika Kim, Hunter’s star
player, has not been defeated in
singles and is ranked No. 12 in the
Northeast, making it to the quarterfinal round at the Wilson/Intercollegiate Tennis Association North-

east Championship earlier this fall.
Looking back at the previous
game versus Hunter, a 5-4 loss for
Baruch, most matches were won
or lost by small margins. Emotions,
determination and drive will be the
deciding factors of this championship.
Baruch needs five out of nine
matches to win, and with four players being already undefeated this
season, only a small change will be
needed to turn the last 5-4 loss to
Hunter into a 5-4 win for Baruch.

Bearcat Spotlight: Jessica Penaherrera

Running in front of the competition
WILLIAM BATTAGLIA
OPINION EDITOR
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A true Bearcat, Penaherrera is part of the cross country and swimming teams.

From Guayaquil, Ecuador, to
New York, Jessica Penaherrera has
not allowed her new surroundings
to change her approach or competitive nature. Her mom, whom
she admires the most, has pushed
her and always told her to give her
best effort. For Jessica, life is lived
in extremes: do it right or don’t do
it at all.
Living in New York City for the
last three years has certainly been
difficult for Penaherrera, but she
has looked at it as just another challenge. Her new life here has allowed
her to become more organized and
to place a greater emphasis on time
management. She has become
more responsible by working harder than ever before. However, that
has not deterred Penaherrera from
making progress.
As a two-sport student athlete
in cross-country and swimming,
the five foot two Penaherrara likes
challenges and is extremely competitive. Her personal motto says
all you need to know about her: “If
you can’t give your 110 percent, you
won’t make it. Never give up!”
To keep Penaherrera grounded
are her teammates, who say Jessica certainly practices what she

preaches.
“She is a remarkable person who
I deeply respect and look up to. She
is a valuable asset to our team and
is part of the reason for our team’s
success. She doesn’t hesitate to
help other teammates and we are
very fortunate to have her on our
team,” says Monica Honrade, Pena-

“She is a top
notch athlete
who is stellar in
both athletics
and academics.”
-Ariadne Mui
Women’s cross country coach
herrera’s teammate of three years.
Her coach, Ariadne Mui, says
of Penaherrera, “She is a top notch
athlete who is stellar in both athletics and academics. She encompasses everything a true athlete should
be. She always projects a positive
attitude, even in defeat.”
However, defeat is not some-

thing Penaherrera experiences
very often. Her accomplishments
on and off the field speak for themselves. Among her many accolades
during her high school tenure in her
native Ecuador, Penaherrera was
named Athlete of the Year for three
consecutive years starting in 2002.
She was a part of Baruch’s first-ever
cross country team championship
last Fall and as the valedictorian
of her high school class there is no
question Penaherrera has achieved
similar success academically.
Penaherrera is currently undecided about her major but takes a
special interest in math, finance,
and foreign languages. Always
modest and humble about her accomplishments, she began swimming at the age of 12 and started to
participate in triathalons at the age
of 14.
Penaherrera always gives her
best effort and tries to consistently
push herself to the limits, but she
makes sure to have fun in the process. She is grateful for what she
has and consistently works hard for
it, which is precisely what her peers
and teammates appreciate about
her.
School, work, and being an
athlete for two sports would be
troublesome for most people. For
Penaherrera, it’s just another challenge.

